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commended 4n my 
' opinion 15 that Cu- 
ftomamonglt the Courtiers 
and beſt cducated Perſohs 
of 


4 
7 
% 


| SIR, 
( Ery much to be . 


of China, whereby inſt.agh 


ot oral Complements the 

uſe to deliver unto theirkt 
Friends written Froteſta-3t 
ti2n3 of 2 ſincere and cor-.< 
diall Amity, to'remain as 
a Tc{l;mony againſt them, a 
it they ſhall atterwardslf 
fall ſhore in performing ff 
(as cccaſton requires) then 
D:voirs of a veritablet 
Friendſhip. The Eſteem 
I have for this 'PraRtice, þ 
ſo uſuall amongſt chem, | 
b45,exctted: me. in\ the þ 


© few Lines to aſlure youof 


the .efitire : Reſpeft and 
Yeneration , I have :. for 
the Amity; wherewich' you 
have { 


Fhave been! pleaſed qo honor 
jamc,, ind , at the: fainc time 
to preſent ; ou with this [1t- 
.;tle Hiſtory of the Chin-ſe 
.,Court, which having ir:m- 
34latcdi into. our Language, 
,zand; finding - the Subject 
zUuch, that I nee not be a- 
z ſhamed: of having beſtowed 
epvy tine: therein , I have 
e thought fit co communis» 
1 Kate to the Publick under 
» Ebe auſpicious ;ProceCtion 
, Pfyourever-honored Nate. 
: Nor was it goſhble'- for 


f gne to chooſe'a more ſuite * 


{| kble Patron for this Narra- 
e Tive of che Crrandeurs. of a 
1 Tows, where Learning. and 
» {. | Vertug 
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- Vertueare had in _ 


R ccommendatiin , «ban; 

your nobie elf, whole pro- 

| fonurd Science , Heruick 
! vercues. aud generous Na- 
| ture would cafily induce. 
| me (did not the Principles 
if of Chrift:azity torbid me- 
''| £o' believe a Pythagorean, 
Metempſychofis tothink you 
animatedwih che Souls of 
all che greateſt Heroes and 
moſt eminent Scholars ;: 
whoſe Fame is:at this day 
> calebrated ih the Univerſe: 
'” | For it the Heroick Ge+ 
F, merofityof your Spirit re4 
y preſents tomea Ceſar an 
&  andlexender,, your extre- 
& Or- 
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ordinary Eloquence/ does | |! 
ſthenes and aC:cers, I might 


' tions) make a large Enume« 
: ration of theſe many great 
and vertuous - Qualities , 


Hearts of all choſe, ' that 


deſty , which you- 'have 


- Companionggnd being con- 


at the 'ſame time. tempt 
meto think you a Demo» 


hers (accord.1g to the'ws | 2 
fuall Cuſtom of Dedica- | * 


that gain'you a molt . pars 
ticulir Eſteem in the 


have the honor - to ' be. acs 
quainted with you” ; but 
knowing-, how cftenfive 
this would be ro that Mo- 


made ' your inſeparable 


{cious 


: 
"= 
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ſei0us - alſo. of mine own |, 
Inability co give co ſuch: |, 


high Endowments the Ba» 
comium,they deſerve, I here 
put  ſijop to my Pen, 
which is ambitious to ho- 
nor it ſelf with celebra- 
| ting your Praiſes, Re- 
- ceviethen, Sir, this lirtle 


10 Preſent, which I take the 


J El boldneſs to offer to you, 
/ 23a pledge of the unfteign- 


8d 'Zcal, I have for your 


{Service , and believe me, 
that I ſhall never think 


my ſelf ay longer wor- 


| thy to live , thang] ſhal 
{ -be ready to <mbrace all 


Occaſions of verifying , 
what 
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porta here protalt, chat 1 


entirely devoted, 
and mb of 


Servant, 


”" Aaileal 


A. Gs, 


age$7 ,Line1g, 
, in ſome Copies 

for Judgment 
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CHINA. 


HE Kingdome of the Sine, 3 
whoſe Cuſtoms have been = 33 
ted unto us by the antient. a 
rians , is called by thoſe of the 
rey T aybineo , by their Neighbors Saw 8 
, and by the | Exropeans Chin, | It © 
$ Leniced] in the Extremity- of Aſie, be- 
ing on the Eaſt and Seuth walked 'ly#he 
Waves of the great Ocean, on, the i F.\7 
ounded with4the higher rogers + nd by 
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and fiveh | 
Ro Dias or Miles of the Counrrepe 1 
amounting © the Diam ro three thay=, * 


fn this vaſt and immenſe {pace-are con+ : 
tained fifteen fair and great Provinces s © 
 fixe hundred ninety and one , if 


nd A Boon, 
1... 9; 4am nd ie 


= 7" The Viltozy of the Court 
| and an infinite number of Villages. Fif-Pe: 
| teen of the Cities are Metropolitan or 
Principal of the Realm , ſuperbly andEr 
cammodiouſly built on fair Sea-ports ,Þa 
or the. fertil Banks of great navigableſn 
Rivers. The Provinces are Pazmic, Can 
1 ton yFequien, Olan , Cinſay , Suſnam , Tofwe 
'v: lanthie, Canſay, Oquian , Auchco, Honam,Jtu1 
Anton , Quinchenl , Chequean , Saxii og Wl 
Sq4ncrs; They are governed each of theny cat 
by the wiſe Adminiſtration of a Vice{fiv 
Toy, except Parme and Tolanchie , whic gr 
+  Aarcimmediately under the Care of aheiq Pa 
7. /Soveraign and the Advice of his Counſu 
I” 4 ; For in them be reſides 5 as IyingFpu 
#; | necxeſt tothe Tartars , their ancicat ESSt1 
--mnemies; that the.Royal preſence , as tha \ 
| of rhe State , may dillipate the Miſty th: 
Clouds of Troubles, which would the 
+ obſcirethe Glory thereof. The Good+, ad 
-  " anefv'of tht Countrey is envied by all thq ſec 
©” .meſbtofthe carth': Men breath [there the 
>, Airof the Eaſtern world : Wine , Corn £91 
-and Fruits are there exceeding plcntifulg an 
the fertil Land producing them thri;e 401 


;yerr : Wooll, Cottons, and filkware - 
thcredin very great quaiity : Perfumes Ki 
-Are- hero . Kherpll Metals are there\ thi 
- found, »Gold and Silver do there:aJ ing 
bound', Diamonds;go there ſparklcÞ | 
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. 


+1 : 


_ } 


4 The Bito'y of the Court 

crey. preſume to go out cf the Part 
thereof into any forreign parts without 
the expreſs Leave of the King himlelf 
.and not of any of his Officers ; and that 


no other from without be admitted, or 


Jay enter thereinto_ without the ſam 
1cence : Thus they keep inviolable the 
Purity of their good Cuſtoms, and with 


the aid of this great Wall hinder Strangf 
vers from entrirg into their Realm, and} 


ir Vices from their Court , which are 
ewhere the Domeſticks of Courtiers. 
Chance any Forreigner ſlips in a- 
nongſt them » he is ſoon Uiſcovered by 
Every, ne: For 'to_this purpoſe they 
avelong fircc eſtabliſhed a Coaſtome a- 
cnagh em, which is to cruſh and flat- 
the Noſes of their Children-at the 
time of their Birth, fo that all che Chz- 
neſes are (14t-noled : wheteby a Stranger 
in heir .company has his Conntenance 
wholly differentTrom theirs. 
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Thirdly, that State-employes are cony 


Fred on none , but ſuch , as are very ca- 


pable of them » and endued with rare and 


excellent Qualities. That no may de 
Etecmed N$ble, if he be not Vertaous, 
That the Children of great Perſondges 
"<anuot be admitted to the Employes;of 
4hay Fathers., nor partake the Glory's 
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of the Bing of China. ,. 
their Reputation , if they do not equal 
or ſurpals them , fixing thus Nobility to- 
the Perſon, and not to the Blood. 

Foi rthly , that the Children of Mer=- 
chants and Artificers, how: rich { 
Fahey be, cannot riſe any higher than to' 

the exerciſe of their Fathers: Trade , ex- 
Fcept ſome-rich Endowment of Mind ſo 
War adyantayes ſome one of them above 
other men , that he is able uſefully to 
ſerve the State and Publick + Then 
*} the expreſs permiſſion of the King after 
long Scudy*and many painful Exerciſts 
f | he js made a Loytias , that is , a Gentle- 


f ; | 

| man with the luſtre of a pampob's Sol 

fri » Whereof. we ſhall” ſpeak "in its - 

place. 

Rf Fifchly , That Idlencſs is puniſhed as'a; 

| capital Crime, and for to baniſh it out 6f * 

| the Realm, they forbid under great Pe- 

'| palties the giving of Alms co thoſe, that 

ſhall demand it : For poor maimed or” 

$-ſcx perſonsare ſent"to their Relations , 

T whom the Lay conſtrains by force to tax 

themſelves, ard make a Purſe for the 

+ furniſbirg of thoſe pcor afflicted 

| witty Food and other Neceſlaries ; But 
1 theit Relations are poor, the. Kings- 
ufe, and ——s Charity nouriſhes 

thersin Hoſpicdls , and other, ae ks T , 
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6 The Piſtozp ofthe Court 
founded for this purpoſe ;, but che Bling 
and Lame , who can work , cat not t 
Bread of the Poor, they arc forced to ge 
their, Living by turning at Mils ,” and do 
ing other Works, the Wages whereg 
ſupplics their Nececſſitics. 
Now this great Realm, nnder tht 
conduft of ſo good Laws, is govern 
by one Soveraign King , who reſides or 
dinarily in the Province of Pagnie or 
» . Pagile in the City of Taybin or other; 
wile Suntien , which ſignifies in =__ 
Language the City of Heaven : Marc 
_Panims Venetw calls it alſo Quinſay, {q 
great, . that it fills with admiration thy 
"mind of thoſe that read the Exten 
_therecf ; and being but a ſmall Patter 
of” the Kingdom , ſhews manifeſtly 
what the Picce is : Its Diameter © 
Length is as much as a man on horſe 
back can well travell in one day, for it 
r&juircs ſo much time to go from ons 
"Gate to the other : Its Breadth is hal 
its Length, and its Circuit very. vaſt 
'The Suburbs, which are many , . con 
- tainall rogether as much as the Tewn 
The Chineſes have heretofore * raiſed 
 mthis City upon the preſling Neceſſi 
of an. important War , an hund 
* thouſand Foot, and as many Hor). 


of the King of China. 7: 
JI was preſent in the yeer 1616. when 
a Fl:mſh Jeſuit , newly arrived from 
China, related to the King in the Low- 
vre the marvels of this Royal City, he 
' aſfirmed the Length thereof to he twice 
as much, as from Paris to 'Pontosſe : the 
hd Rarities , which he recounted thereof, 
ed are conformable ro Hiſtory : Himſelf 
x4 appeared in» the Kings Cloſet, clothed 
] in the Chinefe Garb, the Faſhion wheres 
| of was pleaſant and agreeable. Three 
if Royal Palaces are built in this great 


Town, one in the entrance towards 
q the Eaft, another in the midſt thereof, 
4 and the third at the farther end to- 
wards the YYeſt. The King of Chins 
4 has choſen the firſt for his abode , of” 

ſo vaſt a Greatneſſe, that to view the 
} Particularitics thereof will take up 10 
' lefs, than four whole Dayes. It 1s en- 
compaſſed with ſeven Walls, fo great 

and ſpatious, that in the Diſtances be- 

tween them are eaſily kept ten thou- 

fand Souldiers, which make the ordi- 
nary Guard of the Palace. The number 
of fair Chambers , rich Wardrobes, 
and- coſtly' Cloſets amounts - to. above 
five hundred. There are feventy nine 
Halls, all rebly built, and of admira- 
ble Artifice : four — what 
LA 4 i 


3 The Hiffozy of tle Tonrt 
1s moſt remerkable in this Palace. The: 
hiſt is made of caſt Metal, curiouſly 
wronght, with a great number of Sta- 
tnes : The ſecond has the Floor and 
the Ciching made of Silver, of a rich 
value : The third is cf maſſy Gold, 
excelently enamelicd. :!But the Luftre, 
Glory,'and Value of the fourth far ex- 
cels the three others : it is filled with 
many Jeyels of price :- therein ſhines 
a Royal Throne, ſet all over with Dia- 
monds, ahd ſo great a number of Car- 
tatncles, that with the other preticus 
Stones, they dart forth ſuch Brightneſs , 
that the Hall is as light in the darkeſt 
Night ; as if_it "= dnFo Torches 


Iighted- therein : This fourth is called - 


the Hall of the "—_ Treaſure , which 
is there alſo kept. In theſe four Halls 


it the King gives Audience to the Am- 


baſſhndors of forreign Princes, and 
meaſures the Honor, he will do them 
bytheir Reception in theſe- Halls. For 
thofe of the leſſer Princes, his Tribu- 


n tarics, are received but is the firſt Hall :* 
* the more eminent in the ſecond : thoſe 


of great Kings , who acknowledge him 
not, in the third and fourth. He keeps 


l alſo lis Court in theſe Halls, and 


1. gives Audience therein-to the Princt-; 
| Y/ Pal Officers of tus Crown, The 


a Ss... ad. i. - Md. 
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df. the King of China. 
The Queen Mother Maria de Me 
dicts, a Princcls, who was the Honor 
and Admiration of her Age, the Luſtre 
of whoſe rare ard incomparable Ver- 
tues ſpread the Glory of her Name in 
the molt remote Regions of the Earth , | 
ſent him in the year - 1616. a ſtately , 
Preſent of rich Tapeſtry , ard her ex* k: 
ccllent Picty had for her Aim in this 
Preſent the Glory and Honor of him , - 
who had cauſed her ro be born the. 
greateſt Princeſs in the World : - for 
the did it, to the end this Prince might 
give freceer Acceſs to thoſe, who weup 
into his Kingdom, to withdraw by., 
light of the Goſpel deceived Souls 
the falſe worſhip of Idols, and pat Fu Þ 
in thc way of their Salvation. Hes '} 
that had the charge to jp peels it,” which 
was the Fleming, of whom ,,, we have 
ſpoken, aſſured me, that the King of 1 
China would cauſe a rich Hall to obs © 
built expreſſely according to: the 
menſions of the Tapeſtry ,,., where .he 
would cauſe it to. be ,ext and ' 
would eſtcem it the (ce Moral , 
of his ;Palace : for Chinay h has | 
Found before us the faireſt , 
'of Arts, has not yet that of rich. Ta- 


peſtry: But this path Palace _ 


? 
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the King the Delights of walking. 
There arc therein very curious Gar- 
dens, enamelled withall forts of Flow- 
ers, watered with Fountains of clear 
water, where the ſweet Murmurings 
of their little Bubbles allure an aſſem- 
bly of pretty Birds, who by a natural 
Concerrof agrecable Muſick in the fair 
[Allics therect charm the Troubles and 
Cares, that follow Royalty, and ſpring 
up under Crowns, The number of Wo- 
men, which he cntertains, make his 
moſt ordinary Company z; He pleaſes 
himſelf by beholding in their beantifal 


FF * Faccs' more Roſes and Flowers , than 


the Parrerres of his Gardens do pro- 
duce. On the ſides of his Gardens are 
'many: goodly Orchards , which bring 
forth all ſorts of delicious Fruits, and 
farther on are extended great Woods, 
ſome trimmed, and others growing up 
to2 great height , where he ſometimes 
Takes the pleaſure of huntirg. They 
.ore in ſeyerall places compaiſſed with 
*prany . large Ponds, covered all over 
with River-Fowl , amongſt which the 
*$wans, who under their white Feathers 
*have a Skin hideouſly black, appearing 
faireſt in the Eyes of the Prince, ta- 
<iily - teach him this wiſe Lefſon, on 
Fs rage 
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of the King of China: Tt 
the fair Appearances of the World 
and of . the Court cover many Defor- 
mitics, and conceal many Perfidies. 
The Kings of China have often ex- 
perienced this : The Diviſions of their 
State, and the Troubles thereof, which 
laſted one and forty yeers, the Trea- 
ſons & Maſſacres,which were committed 
even upon the Perſons of the Kings un- 
der the unfortunate Reigns oy RY 
Lanpi, Gnitgey, Quiontey, and Sontey, 
are Terkeble rock Gereof in their 
Hiſtories. 

This is the cauſe that at this day they 
live very retiredly in their- great Pala- 
cey, and inſtead of Pages and Gentle-- * 
men Attendants are ferved | only by 
Women, with whom they ordinarity -; 
converſe, giving them the Care of their” : 
Nouriſhment , and truſting them with - * 
the Conſervation of their Health : not 
but that their perſons are gnarded by 
Men. There are; as we have- elſwhere 
ſaid, ten thouſand armed men in Guard 
without the Royal Palace, not counting 
thoſe who are at the -Gates, and on the 
Stairs of the ſame Palace, as alſo in the 
Hals. For the Chaneſe Princes have not 
been exempted from the malice of Wo- 
men. King Tronſon, taken with the fin- 

* gular 


12- - The Hiffoxp of the Court 
rr Beauty of his Fathers Widow, 

und by his purſuits in the vain Enjoy- 
ment of his Love the loſs ot his Life : 
T his fair Queen, - named Caxſe, and 


who was the Cauſe of Misfortunes to. -|- 


a whole State, weary of the Inquietudes 
of the World, and Vanities of the 
Court , abandoned them after the De- 
ceaſe of the King her Husband, for to 
give her ſelf vp, being removed from 
them, tothe Calm and Repoſe, where- 
in the Soul,enjoying it ſelf, finds its Good 
and Felicity : She ſhut ker ſelf up in a 
Monaſtery of Chinefe Nuns, ' in which 
the Devil under the- worſhip of [dols 
makes himſelf be adored by the faireſt » 
women of the Zx/t-: there laying: at his 
_ the Crowne had upon her Head, 
' Vailed-her ſelf like the reſt , and 
lived in tho ſipplicity of this Order. 
+ Tronſon her Son-in-Law, who was a 
& Addcr of her Attractions, than 
was of the falſe Deities, 15 adver- 
tized thercof ; He follows her, giving 
vs Thereby an Example, that Kings, 'as 
well-as other men, live in thetr Belo» 
veds : He entertains her at the Gratey 
careſſes her, perſwades her to quit her 
Vail, and put again a ſecond time the 
Royall Crown upon her Head. Cafe 
, X hcarkcns 
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-of her Will , as well as of the Realm, : 


hearkens to him, believes him , and com- 
ing forth from the Monaſtery , ſhews » 
that the Devotions of women are fre- 
quently like to Cryſtal Glaſſes , which 


|. aze broken with the firit knock : She is 


married to him. But what Good can 
proceed from this unconſtant Change 
and Backſliding from the World to the 
Cloiſter , from the Cloiſter to the 
World ? Certainly a woman , volunta- 
rily unfrockt , is a dangerous Animal in 
a State or Family. Cauſe reaſſumes the 
Ambition , which ſhe had trampled un- 
der foot , and that ſhe might reign alone 
in the Name and during the Minority of. 
her.Son , cauſes King Tronſon. her Huſ- 
band to be lain. Then being Miſtreſs 


ſhe abandons her Reaſon , her -Hohor, 
and che glory of her Majeſty to her 1a- 
ſcivious Paſſions : She becomes the Wife . 
of many Husbands or Gallants': There ; 
was not any, great man about the Court, 
to whom her Embraces were not permit» 
ted 574 eyen proffered. This debauy 
ched Life of a, Princeſs , who ought, tg 

be an Example of Vertyue:in a ». 
gives offence to every one , as,beinga 

publick Scandal. To cover it. in ſore 
meaſure > ſhe marries again ; but that ſhe" 
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The Hifoy of the Court 
may continue her Enormities , ſhe takes 


a man of no Quality , who permits her | 


every thing. Vices follow one another : 
From Lubricity ſhe proceeds ro Cruel- 
ty : Her Children, more careful of her 
Honour , than her ſelf, teſtify only by 
their Regrets the Diſpleaſure , they con- 
ceive at her jill Conduct : She cauſes 
their Throats to be cut , to make way 
for a Nephew of hers to the,Crown of 
China , ' who ſerves her for a Support , 
and Upholder in her Lubricities, in 
which ſhe reigns forty years, a Reign 
too long for ſo wicked a woman. In 
fine the Chineſes grow weary of theſe 
i Diſorders: they ſend to ſearch out a 
{ Natural Son of her Husbands , Crown 
* him, and acknowledge him for their 
King, . He, named Tartzor , ſeized this 
I t Woman, bronght her to Try- 

al put an end to her deteſtable Life 
7” by the hand of the Executioner. This 
$s the end of the Princeſs Cauſe, who 


My had cauſed ſo many Diſorders in the 


ate 2 and was in finc the Cauſe of her 


own ſhameful Deſtruttion, 
But the Kings of China have for ſome 


Ages paſt lived extremely retired ih , 


i} their ſtately Palaces. There has been 
| fuch an one, as never came forth in py 


alk a« Wa w—_— 
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of the King of China. F 
lick , but on the Day, that he was Crow- 
ned King, and took the accuſtomed 
Oath. If the People at any time ſee 
them , *cis through an interpoſed Glaſs. 
They ſay , they do thus to conſerve the 
Royab Dignity >» and the Reſpect 
due thereunto , and moreover to pre- 
vent ſuch Treaſons , as might be contri- 
ved againſt them. This manner of li- 
ving thus ſequeſtred diminiſhes not the 
Love and Reverence , which the people 


owe to their perſons : for the Gover- 


nors and Magiſtrates well know how to 
keep it up ,; and make them obſerve it : 
and moreover in the principal Proyin- 
ces of the Realm , where the Vice-royes 
niako their Reſidence, they are accuſto- 
med to hangup in a oor place. a rich 
Tablet of pure Gold , wberein the Ef- 
figies of their Kiog is repreſented to the 
life, vailed with a Curtain embroidered 


* with Gold. 


The Loytias , who are the: Knights, 
and the Officers of Juſtice go every day 
before it to pay their Reſpetts ina ſo- 
lemn and ſubmiſs manner ,' giving the 
Pablick this Example of an exterior Re+ 
verenco towards their Soveraign, ,wi:ich 
often-times excites an interior Love. On 


their ſolema Feſtival Dayes , which they 


: 


+ 
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celebrate every new Moon, this Tablet. 


is unvailed, the people ſee it diſcove- 
red, and every one runs thereunto, to 
offer up their Submiſſions, 

In the perpetual receſs therefore of 
theſe delectable Palaces, the Monarchs 
of China have ordinarily ſcarce any o- 
ther Converſation or Company, but 
Women : For beſides thoſe , that ſerve 
them, which are in very great number, 
they have thirty Concubines » the faireſt, 


* that can be found in their Realm ., and 


one only Queen ,, whom they eſpouſe, 
and make Companion of thcir Scepter. 
They were heretofore accuſtomed , whort 
they.had an intent to marry , to invite to 
4Royal and ſolemn Feaſt all the Knights 
and greateſt Lords of the Court, and 
commanded them to bring with them 
their Sons and Davghers. 
very diligent in obeying this Command, 
hoping, they mighr place in the Throne 
of China ſome one of their Naughters, 


W- and therefore advantaged their Beauties 
* by all the Ornaments of Artifice. The 


Ad being caded , pr were 
in a great Ha ing t9 the 
'/Order of their Birth, and not to the De- 

ree of their Quality. Then the- Kiog, 


f he were nov mazried, or, if he were.» - 


the 


They were 


J_—_— 


— 


me 5) a, we 4 = © BB. 320 © 


= 


. WT Py 


4 


4 


of the King of China. 17 
the Princes his Sons came into this Hall 
tro entertain the Ladies, ahd to chooke 
from amorgſt them thoſe, the Graces 
and Perfections of whoſe Peautics were 
moſt capable to captivate their AﬀeCti- 
ons by the ſweetneſs of their Charms. 
The nf ..mtaes , Daughters of the King, 
did the ſame amongſt the young Knights, 
that were at the Feaſt : They had the Li- 
berty - to chooſe. ont. of their Number 
him, whom they judged moſt deſerving, 
AY their Husband. po all m_—_ 
thi d or away, and more eſpecially 

Go the rig this Cuſtome is CX= 
tint. The Kings of China do now all 
marry with their Kindred , obſervingon- 
ly the. firſt Degree of Proximity,” and 


ometimes the ſecond. Aﬀeer thar * 


the King has thus taken his Wife , he 


1 chooſes thirty Miſſes , which the Law 


of his Religion permits him to keep. 
Theſe are ordinarily the faireſt in his 
State, who not being capable to arrive 
at the Honor of being his Wives (he 


, marrying but one) glory nevertheleſs in 
the Enjoyment cf his Embraces.. They . 
know. , that the Children, -which they 
ſhall have: by him, will be legitimate, 
and that after his Death they ſhall be 
honorably provided for , married 


to 


18 The Hiſfozp of the Tourt 


to the Greateſt of the Court. For he 
makes his Will in his life time, before 
evex, he falls ſick, in which he aſligns 
ther Ng and names for their 
Husbarltls thirty of the Principal Knights 
of the Court, that are unmarried. Af- 
ter he is dead. and his Funeral Solem- 
nized, his Succcſlor in the Crown cauſes 
theſe thirty. women, who have ſerved 
his Predeceſſor, to be magnificently ap- 


parelled, and adorned with all ſorts of | 


precious Jewels, and to be placed in rich 
Chairs in the middle of this fourth Hall, 
whereof we have ſpoken before, their 
Faces being vailed, >. as they cannot be 
known, - Then he calls into the Hall 
the thirty Knights , whom the deceaſed 
King has named by his. Will, who, ac- 
cording, to the order of their Age, or 
of their Nomination in the Will, come 
one afcer another, and take by the hand 
one of theſe Women, thus vailed , and 
conduCt her without diſcovering her 
Face to their Honſes, where they ſee, 
what Fortune has given them, and ſoon 
prove, whether the Legacy, left unto 
them by their deceaſed Prince, be agree- 
able, or diſagreeable : for from that 
time they take them for their wives. 


The other Ladies of the.-Court are 
mar- 


—_— . > 


of rhe King of China. 19 
married , not according to their De- 
ſires, or the blind Paſſions of Love ; but 
according to the Will of their Parents, 
who know how to chooſe for them 
Men, whole Age and Merit is not un- 
ſuitable to their Youth and Quality. 
It is the Cuſtom of Chama, that the Hus- 
bands endow their Wives at their ta- 
king them : for the Women bring them 
nothing, but their Beauty and Vertues. 
They pay down the promiſed Money, 
before they eſpouſe them, who. give it 
to their Parents, as a ſmall Acknow- 
ledement of the Care, they have had in 
their educating them. Thus it ſeems» 
that the Injuſtice of this Law forces 
men many times to purchaſe bad Mer- 
chandiſe, when in their Marriages the 

meet with indiſcreet Diſpoſitions, an 

unequal and perverſe Humors. But a- 
nother Law ſweetens this Diſpleaſure, 
if they conceive any thereat : for ha- 
ving bought them, they are permitted 
to fell them again. Which nevertheleſs 
happens but very ſeldom : for the Wo- 
men of. China.are ſo vertnouſly educated, 


that” they give their Hushands more 
.cauſe to cheriſh them, than to put them 
"out of their Families. The Merit of 


their Vertne has brought unto our 


Couns 
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Countrey the Glory of the Reputation 
of thoſe Women, who: are reread 
ſo many thouſand Leagnes from us, and 
| qua the Extremity of the World : 
Ior an Example uato vertuous Ladies, 
that the Renown of their Perf.Ctions 
ſhall never be extinft. The Vertue bf 
theſe Chineſe Ladies, growing up with 
them, 1s rendred pertect by Time : for 
fron) their tender Age they are bred up 
to the Love of Vertue and hate of Vice. 
"They are perpetually kept in, and in- 
ceſſantly employed, to the end that Idle- 
[| . nefs, the Nurſe of Vices, may not ſoften 
[” their Minds, and precipitate them into 
 Yome Diſorder. This Care to educate 
| How thus - is. exprefſely enjoyned to 
& their Parents by a Law, inviolably ob- 
& Terved for-mauy Ages in the Kingdom 
of China, eſtabliſhed by. the firſt King, 
if who ſwayed the Scepter thereof, named 
b Firey.. This Prince, knowing, that the 
Idlenefs 'of women had cauſed many 
IF Debarches toſpring up in the World, 
* Which . had ruined Common-wealths , 
* overthrown whole States, and did in 
his time afflict many Kingdoms,  ot- 
.dained under great Penalties, that the 
- Wives of Artilicers ſhould work at their 
"Husbands Trades, and thoſe of othec 
nr © men 
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men ſhould be employed in the works 


of the Needle, and fpinning - of Flax. 
This Law was fo ftriftly obterved, that 
he would have ever his awn Wife obey 
it. Thus the women of. China contine- 
ally work, and rhe Queen her fkef,, who 
at this day wears the Crown of that 
Kingdom, is perpetually employed int 
ſpinning of Gold, ar Silk, or making 
ome rich Necdlework, which ferves 
for an Ornament to the Altar of their 
vain Idols. This is the Rea/on, that there 
are ſcarce ever ſeen :ny women 1n their 
Streets, they are all employed within 
doors. If any of the © Court-Ladies yo 
abroad (which happens very ſfeldomY 
it is to viſit their neer Relations, when 


they are dangerouſly ſick. They- go int * 


covered Chars , carried npon Arms, 
where through little Grates, delicately 


made of Gold or Silver, they ſee with- 


out being ſeen. Another. 'Invention of, 
the Kings of Chins, who loved the 
Chaſtity of their women ; ſerves. not" a 


little to retrench their Ramblings, and 
yain Gaddinys. . They enated INE 
gh- 


the Mothers ſhould endeavor to 

tn the Feet. of rheir Daughters in the 
Cradle; to the end they might not grow, 
perſyaging their credufous Sex , _ 


"22 v T he Hilkozy of the Court 
the Beauty of a - woman conſiſts in ha- 
ving little Fcet , and in effect they fo 
hirmly believe it , and fo violently 
{queeze them in their tender Age, that 
they arc thereby incommodated, and 
ina ſort lamed, which is yet another 
Reaſon , why they ſo willingly keep 
their Houſes. It would be very difficult 
to perſwade them the contrary to this 
Opinion, and to withdraw their Minds 
from this fooliſh Cruelty of thus rack- 
ing their Feet in their tender Age : for 
if any one of them ſhould have the Face 
of an Angel4 and the Foot indifferent! 
t, ſhe would think her ſelf the moſt 
eformed. Creature in the World. It 
is true, that this vain Bclief of cſteem- 
ing thoſe women fair, who have very 
lictle Feet, is not -a thing only of this 
Day in A/ia : ſome Oriental Regions 
bave heretofore followed it with as 
much Paſſion. 
" eAlian in his various Hiſtorics (7, 
13+c. 33-) Tclates, that the fair &ho- 
dope of the Town cf Naucratium , bath- 
her ſelf one day in the liquid Cryſtal 
fl an agreeable Fountain , had lefr *- 
(4 


in 
0 
Cloths on the Banks upon an he: 
Roſes, which her Woman had | 
ed, whcetan Eagle, who was {; 
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afrer his Prey, took up one of her 
Shooes, and carricd it away. This Bird, 
who has been believed ro be the Meſlſen- 
ger of War, and to carry the Thunders 
of Heaven, was then an Envoy of Peace 


and Love. For mounting up into the | 


Clouds, he flew on very far even unto 
the City of Memphis,which is now called 
the grand Caire, where he let fall the 
Shooe at the Feet of the King, who at 
that time reigned in «<eypr.- This 
Prince, judging the form of the Foot by 
the Shooe, which was extremely little, 
and by the Foot the PerfeCtion of the 
Lady, believed her fair enough ro merit 
the being crowned Queen of his State, 
and Companion of his Scepter : He fent 


men on every ſide to mform themſelves, 


who the Lady was, from whom aw 
gle had carried away a Shooe. © Fhey 
found her (this Fortune was 00 

tf 


to he avoided by concealing her 


and brought her to their Prince, who © 


took her tor his Wife 

Thus the Orrientall Beauties are ſmall- 
footed : 2nd from this foolth af oi 
the wilc Politicians cf Chinu have 


in their Houſes, - T icy are neatly 
d in Silk, and Cloth of Gold; 
+: Pearls, 


Tawn * 
this Ber cit, to-keep thereby their Wives 
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24 © The Þifozy of the Court 
Pearls, Diamonds, and- whatſoever thels 
Avarice of man hath fiſhed out of tlich 
Waters, or digged out of the Mines, isf1 
in as much uſe there, as in Exrope. Theirfe 
Habits do in ſome meaſure reſemble}” 
thoſe of the Spaniſh Ladies, and theirjt 
rich Head-attires are not borrowed,jf 
Y 
\ 
C 
p 


they are made of their own Hair deli- 
cately- braided , and interwoven with 
little Trelles of Gold,and clevated on the 
Top of tlicir Head in the faſhion of a 
Crown, cloſcd or girt about with a. Fil-fc 
let covered with-Jewels. All this Pomp, IL 
although it depends on the Vanity of the a: 
World, agrees nevertheleſs with theirſb 
Chaſtity : for they have alwaics had, as fr: 
we have elſewhere ſaid, the Glory offir 
being very chaſt. ; 
The Kings of China ſcarce ever dy Fi 
without Iflue Male : the number_ gf 
Wives, whereof we have heretofore ſp6- | 
ken , ſufficiently furniſhes them with jet 
Heirs to their Crown. Thi firſt ,, that jC; 
is born-of any one of them , is the lawful fvi 
Succeſſor ofthe State : the others are e-If 
ducatcd , 'asare all the Princes of the Bl 
Royal Blood, in Towns remote from the ſth 
Court ,, which the King afligns them for jp 
their Appennage, where in luperb_ Pala- fu 
ves they live with all forts c—_ 10 


\ 
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heland Delighz. Bot they, are forbiddew 
1c4upon pain of Death to,go forth of theſe 
is} Palaces, or ever to come unto the Coptt, 
jrfexcept the King ſummons them thither *: 
le} The moft remote cannot come forth of 
irjtheir Palaces. without incurring the 
d,jſame Penalty. . Theſe Prohibitions ne- 
-[vertheleſs diminiſh ,not the. Reſpecr 
hiwhich is due to their  Perſohs, The 
ie} Governors of the' Province and of the 
af Towns are obliged to go and viſit them 
[- every Feſtival, day , which is the firſt 
p, {Day of every new Moon. , The _ 
iefas alſo the Magiſtrates, paſſing. on horſe= 
ir fback before their, Gate, are obliged-in 
1s freverence to diſmount, and If they are 
zf$in Chairs, to come forth , and go on 

foot, without "Train and Pomp, rill 
y [ſuch - time as they arc paſt the Houſe, 
f Ithe Gates whereof, to the end no one 
- jnfay be ignorafit of it, are painted with 
h Ithe Princes Livery. "Thos the State of 
t (China, without the leaſt trouble of Ci* 
1 fvil Wars, enjoys the ſweetneſs of Re- 
- fpole : and the Princes of the Royal 
eBload live far from the Inquiettdes-of - 
eſthe Court with © the ſecurity © of they 
r {perſons inthe midſt of all ſorts of Plea» 
- Lures and regions , reſpected" and 
P EI UROTEC 


Demi-Gods, the Care of 
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26 The Piltozy of the Toirt 
the affairs of the Province, where they 
live, never troubling im any fort. theP: 
Calm and Tranquillity, which they en 


y. 
The Courtiers-of the King of China 
:are all Zoyre4s, that is to ſay , Knigbts::F/ 
They are of two ſorts : .ſome -advancedþr 
:by the Merit of Learning ; others by 
the Valor of "Arms, : and there is not 
ſeen amongſt them ay .man, whom theſ» 
blind Temerity of Fortune, or the WindÞ: 
Gy Jo och ovine to this 4 
Dignity. They alcend -only by theſ#: 
| our Vertuc, which - conducts. ſome. 
ia this manner. ' TheViſitors 'Generall;ce 
«whom the King, by .the advice -of © hisÞh 
Conncell., ſcnds Boe three” yeers toÞu 
Frec ycers- through the :Provirces offhe 
tus.Realm., have nothing fo much re+PÞir 
commended to them , as to look afterpih 
the young men, that are eflucnted in theÞe; 
. » for to render them capableſy- 
toferve the Publick :* They examine$vh 
them , chaoſe the beſt, Wits , ard havingKi: 
tauad them ht, ro bg.&<n loyed. thereioÞt $ 
Loyrias,, that js to fay, Knights ;-give jp 
them both the Priviledges , and Marks 
thereof, Theſe are - a Girdle. of Goldfelt 
Sag Silver , and ag Hat adorned* wirhpio 

twWC 
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ofthe King of China. 27 
Iwo Brooches of Gold in the faſhion of 
hiePalm, having two Labels hanging doyn 
1-pchind , like unto thoſe , which arg at - 
he Miters of our Biſhops. They make 
'afhem take the folemn og which is 
*:F aith and carefully to ferve the Ki 
dþbrd A Tabick a ff : chrewih 
yhbey ſhatt be honored ;, that y hulk nor 
whe exerciſe thereof take "oy reſent fr 
1eh"y o_ What ſoever , but ſha# content 
dithermſelves with. the yy "4 which the + 
SKi l give them, ſufficient to ſery> \ | 
Cc er foies, ang the COOL es 
eÞPignities. The Pomp and Magnificer 
[Kes, which are had on the Day , that 
s8heſe new Knights are made; tc A 
oÞublick Joy, that Vertue is elevated td 
fFhe Charges of Honor, and that the Em 
pire is ſerved and governed by welkqua 
ified Perſonages. Then theſe Loyzias 
eflepart with the nevy Marks of their news 
Fy-received Dignity, and go to Contr, 
here they m Kt POE fn 
Kings Councel , the other Minift 
[ Sas, by whom they are et'and 
areſed, Their Names are, immedfate« 
: & in 8 Book , which ſeryes 
| bs poſe : They are con'mant 
Felide at Court Sprung rill fome'! 
loyes' fatt void, whoreof they may 
B 2 pro- 
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6 The Viltozy of the Court 
Provided. During this time they com 
pleat, themſelves, and add to their Ac 
quiſition of Learning the Practiſe of co 
yerling with men ,  rendring themſelye, 
capable to do well. When then Occaf 
Lons are offered to provide for them 
ſomeare ſent Governors into one Prof, 

- vince, others Lieutenants into another; 
and ſome are made Soveraign Judged 
The other ſort of Loyti4s or Knights a 
wade of Grace (ſay the Chineſes) and bh 
the Will of the King , who are the Tre: 
Larers of the Realm , and old Caprainsþ, 
wy have done worthy Service. Bu 

ot Ray Parcaorelnary Favor in thi 

Aid, Cr reation of Knights : For alþ, 

Shough theſe are not made by Examenfh 

- As Sb. others, who are learnedþ, 

whad:.Grace is done to them , to givki, 


4uhemy what their Valor has.\ well met 
hed nes dſt of the ordinary Peri f 
of War ? The, Law alſo « D 

f China refiiſes none the Re 

£0 nce 0 ow Valor : thelgaft. privath, 
nh retend rats it, and ol 
tain it.. " Shoul, they ſcein ChinsaS0 p 
$5 lamedia the Trenches , reduced tÞg 
; Fog Phrofch me cers of thhtic 
they would impiits it as be; 
- Gre: that ſhould ESTs | an ny 


of the King of China. 29 
Mthe Realm would be eſteemed unwor” 
Ihy to have men , which might ſerve it ab 
ons Neceſity. Theſe laſt Knights are 
Vehever advanced to the Governments 
CaÞrovinces 'or Towns, the Law of the 
NFtate gives them to thoſe, that are lear- 
Qed, who in their Realm ate eſteemed 
ibove all things in the World. - Theſe 
Yoytias or 'Courtiersare ordinarily clad 
as: Silks of divers Colors, covered with 
MRobes and Caſſocks : The Governors z 
*SÞnd thoſe, that have the principal Em» 
B5Þloys of State , have their Caſſoeks from 
the Girdle downwards embroidered 
h&vith Gold and Silver : They allweat 
Mong Bonnets , and have on'the-top of 
r Head a Tuft of long” Hait,' eori- 
CÞnſly plaited and enterwoven with Gold, © * 
IWBiperſtition, the Miſtreſs of their Minds, 
THas adviſed them to make uſe of this fort / 
1DfPerruke': They believe ,. that at theit 
Death they ſhall be taken vp to Heaven 
Þy this handful of Hair. cir Prieſts, 
aTrouder than the reſt ; wear none of 
Fhis Lock , but have their Heads quite 
UJhaven > For they preach , that they have 
(Power enough by the Meri of their Con» 
Wicionto-aſccnd of themſelves unto Hea- 


| en; without (being forcibly and violent« 
Dy drawn vup- by the Hair. But they 
L | B 3 hHbor 


. Fheir Language is extremely polite, and 
«Ss. ren 
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30 The Piltoz of rhe Court 
labor in veija both the one and the 0- 
ther : Heaven reccives no lIdolaters 

whether they wear Tong Haw, or haves 


their Heads ſhaven. Theſe Courtiers] 


wear alſo the Nails of their Left hand 
extreamly long for the ſame Reaſon , as 
they do their Hair, as if tt were only 


$ccambling-work to get up to Heaven.| 


Surely the Court has becn the Abode of 


ay ane 4 and the Spirirs of Courti- 


' wed in their Hiſtories , that theſe m 
with long Nails and ſharp Talons do 
rake and (crape ſo much , as thoſe of 9- 
thor Countries , that have them ſhorter. 


* Wholly di t from that of the other 
people of China, Their ordinary Diſ- 
courſe, when they are together, is not , 
« elſewhere , of frivolous and fooliſh 
Matters , nor of the ſhameful Rancoun« 
ters and filrhy - Practices of a Bawdy- 
houſe ; but of Policick and Civil Aﬀairs : 
They propoſe Queſtions of State, diſ- 
courle of the Means of preſerving a 
Realm , relate ſach , as have ſerved for 
the | Augmentation of it , and confirm 
their Diſcourſes by ſome Example , 
drawn from their Hiſtory. Their De- 


port- 


grs ge there ſtrange and ridiculons 
ancics- This difference have 2 
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+. ofthe King of Chung, 22 
o-} portment is graye., and , their Counte-: 
; | nance ſerious. When they go forth_in 
A. publick , - they .are carryed in Ivory 
rs} Chairs : They keep. their Eye alwaje 
2s] the Szyerity , [tapght them” from thar. 

ancy : Their Guards and Servanty 
1.4 are round about them, and their Friends 
Ef} follow them :- There are led after them 
| many Horſes of State, and many Para- 
fols are carried to defend them from the. 
Hear and Inconvenience of the Weathers. 
If they ere already provided of any 


ny Officzrs.of Juſtice go before to make 
| therh way': Some (carry great Reeds ,, 
hardncd/ in the Fire, to puniſh thoſe,,; | 
whom in their way .they fiad cot; 
vinced of any light Inſolence. . One 
the Company caries before his Breaſt a, 
Tablzt , fringed ronnd about with Gold, 
wherein is wrictea in great Letters the, 
-| Power of him , that goes in this bo 
4 Wica thet Couriers mecx,, the : 
4 lute one another in this manner : They 
{ ſtretch forthftheir Arms , bending thenr+ 
1 in the manner ofa Bow, then interlace 
| the Fingers at their two Hands one with- 
| in the other, -ahd make a proforns Re- 
\ verece2s .accompgeicd with ſome honeſt 
 . B 4 Com- 


Charge or Government in the State, ma-, '* 


Complement, Ll this: rn I'as ea 
« Met with Occa you, a1 I as 
Fray yeur Perſon or hentd cerely reftify, 
pie pwr 1 am Yours . 7 ſhould lrve the 
| ed man in the Court, TT 
| Ba yy often :" 7 wiſh you all forts of 
Felicities , not ſo much , as your Vertnes me- 
rit (for that would be impoſſible , the World 
rot having enough ) but as mich, as man can 
enjoy. This Complement finiſhed, they 
are long in a courteous Conteſt , who 
| fhall part. firft, to continue his way. Per- 
ſons of meaner Condition, as are ſim 
Cifizens, uſe to ſalute one another in 
mapner : They cloſe their left had, 
cover it with their wey- » and then lay- 
ing them both upon their Breaſt, 
very low, in ſign 'of Reſpect, - Tb 
{ ſome honeſt Complement deſire him , 
| whom they ſalute, t to believe, that their 
[ Amity conſiſts not only in the exterior 
| Ceremony; but alfo that it hath its prit- 
cipal Seat in the Heart,where they fwear 
inviolably to preſerve it : This _ , 
chey pals on, and continue their 
Certainly there is no Nation, how rude 
ard barbarous focver it be, which has 
| not received and cheriſhed -the Laws of 
| Courteſy. ' And thoſe, who at this Day 
| ridely reject them, are brutiſh Splcies, 
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-of the K China. 33 * 
who have —_ of man , but the Ex- . 
terior. When the Diſtance of the pla- 
ces where they are, hinders their Com» 
plements or Diſcourſe by mouth , they 
do it by Letters miſſive with the Polite- 
neſs of the Chineſe Court : They gild all 


" the Margin of their Paper, which is ve= 


ry fine, and made of the Rind of Reeds : 
they lima it, and write in.the middle , 
what their AﬀeQtion or Courteſy di 
Ctates unto them : They, put the Letter, 
without cloſing it, into a Purſe , made .of 
the ſame ,Paper , curiouſly gilded and 
Painted , cloſe it, and ſeal it. -Theſs 
Miſſives , thus gilr, are ſold by the Book- 
ſellers of the Court , even ready writ, 
ſo that there is nothing to do, but to 
ſign them, and the uſe thereof is fo fre- 
qune among the Covurtiers , that 
their viſits thzy give ther to 6ne 
ther fora greater Aſſurance of Fri 
ſhip. For the Complements, which ate 
made by Words , have no other Supporet 
but the Wind, and thoſe N wii 
made by Writing, remain fo NE 
of what is wes Thus bj 
of Courteſy , ard a ſtriQt oblervance 
the Laws 4; the Realm, , "theſo Chi —__ c 
Courtiers live in Calm and.Repoſe ,and - 
their Diſcretion has baviſhed qa the. 
ourr 


34 Fhe Vilozyolthe Conrt 
' Court the, Temerity of ill-grounded 


Quarrels, and the Fury off Duels. - Not. 
but that the Inſolcence, which has bronght 
other Vices to tha Court, has conſerved 
its place there by inducing: thoſe , wha 
are moſt ſuſceptible of irs Counſels , to 
19jure others by word: Which happens 
ſometimes amongſt them, when thoy 
caſt forth Reproaches , , which ſcem as 


ridiculous to ys, as they are ſenſible to- 


them , rheir Offenſiveneſs being gronn- 
ded upon the Oracles of their Religion : 
fr one of their Prophets threatens the 


Difturbance of their Tranquillity in- 


words of this import , That a Day will 
come, that they ſhall be ſubject Io men, ha- 
ving long Beards, Aquiline Noſes, and 
great and Ct-lihe Eyes, Thus theſe men, 
"deſcribed in this manner , beiny, in their 
Opinion odious unto them , when they 
_vilt reproach any one; they call him Cars- 
Eycs, which is amongſt them the greateſt 
- Iojury » Wherewith they can attack the 
"Honor of an honeſt man, 

When in the Commerce of the Court 
their Ambition purſves any affair, they 


' will know the Event thereof, before it 


happens, and to this end they caſt tl cir 
ordinary Lot, which they uſe in this 


manner. They have two little er 
(0 


- 
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of Woad, like unto two Nut-ſhels, ried" 
rogerher by a Thred, and after they 
have invoked the Aſſiſtance of their I- 
dol', they eaſt them before it: and if 
theſe Pieces of Wood: meet both witts 
their hollow part upon the Ground,,, 
they hope from thence in their affairs 
the Accompliſhment of all their Deſires : 
but if on the contrary they are turned. 
with the hollow fide upward, they yo- 
mir forth all forts of Injuried againſt 
their Idol, and begin again to caſt their 
Lot : if it continues not to fall well, 
they take their Idol , beat him; fouſe 
him in the Water, and often ſcorch 
him at the Fire, and continue their Lot 
till ſuch time, as ?tis favorable tv them. 
Then they take again their Idol , em-_ 
brace him, and put him with all ſort of. 
Honor upon the Altar, fing Hymns. to 
him, and offer him Wine and the moſt 
exquiſite Viands , they can find. Cer- 
tainly in the madneſs of theſe Chineſe 
Courticrs we do in a manner fee the 
Portraiture of the Impicty of fome 0- 
thers,. that live in a better Religion, 
who in the Diſorder of their Aﬀairs ac- 
* ewe the innocent Heaven, as ,a Pa 
to their Misfortunes. Thefe Chineſe 
Courtiers have alſo another wgamier. of 


© #. 
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Eot : They put in a Veſſel many littte 


Sticks, in every one of which is written 
a Letter of their Alphabet , and atter 


they have well ſhaken the Veſlel, they * 


caulo one to be drawn out by the hand 
of a little Child, they look, with what 
Letter it is marked, and ſearch after- 
wards in a Bcok the Leaf,beginning with 
that Letter, read it, and interpret, what 
they find written tlierein, to the good 
or bad Succefs of their Deſigns. Thus 
every where Men are men, and in all 

laces the Court is a Sca, where Am- 

i:1on ſtcers her Courſe, and plies both 
Oars and Sails for th: Accompliſhment 
of her Deſigns,and, for to arrive there- 
unto, ſparcs no ſort of Invention , how 
ſiniſter ſoever. 

Their Devotion, which has no Ob- 
xt, but Wood and Stone, carved-and 
faſhioned into Idols, is Ceurt-like, that 
Is, Cold, done in a cuſtomary manner, 
and in the Langaors of. a ſoft Negli- 
gence: and their Sacrifices are in ſome 
iort the Imag2 of the Love, proper to 
Courtiers. They retain the beſt part, 
of what they. immolate, and give theig 
Gods, what they would refuſe them- 
felves: If they cut the Throat of an 
Heifer, oz kill a Boar, they give the == 

only 


| 
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. only the Tips of the Ears. If they ſa- 
crihce Fowls, they offer there the Claws 
and the Bill, and ear all the reſt :: Great 
Vellels of , Wine are there preſented, 
but they drink it themſelves, after they 
have confccrated and poured forth on» 
ly ſome few Drops thereof : For ar 
Court all -is for themſelves, and ſcarce 
any thing for Heaven. Hiſtory accuſes 
them of Unfaithfulneſs in their Promi- 
ſes : It fayes, they meaſure the continu- 
ance of their Faith only by their proper 
Intereſt, and keep it no longer , than it 
contributes thereunto : And indeed 
what Good can be expected of Men and 
Courtiers, who arealwayes in Delights., 
Tho Fertility of the Land, the Sweet- 
neſs and Temperateneſs - of - the Air, 
the Tranquillity of the . State , the 
AfMnence of -Riches, and above all the 
Fallity of their |Idolatrous - Religion 
plunges and bemires them in all forts 
of Plcaſures , the capitall Enemies of 
Vertue. Theleait voluptuous amongſt 
them are theſe learned Zoytias, whom 
their Condition, and their ordinary:Em- 
ploy in the moſt important Aﬀairs of 
State, keeps alwayes in Buſineſs, which, 
being incompatible with Vices, th#® Of- 
ſpring of Idleneſs, Rifles them ia their 


Birth 


Birth. When theſe Courtiers go iato 
the Countrey. they make uſe of Coaches, 
which fail upon the Land as well, and 
almoſt -s fwift, as Ships npon the Sca + 
To ſhew, that the Wind guides and. 
governs all ar Conrt: And if in China 
the Coaches of the Nobilicy go with 
Sails, the Spirits of- Courticrs are clſe- 
where driven by the Wind : For if the 
World be nothing but Vanity, the 
Court, which is the Quinteſſence therc- 
of, ſells, gives, follows, and adores the 
Wind. 

The King of China is ſerved and fol- 
towe@ by ſuch Conrtjers ; but his Coun- 
cell makes the ſoundeÞ} and beſt part 
of his Court : For Kings cannot be with- 
ont it, which js (when good) the Con- 
ſervation, yea, thz Augmentation of 
thejr States, and without Counſelt the 
moſt puiſſant Monarchies are ruined and 
deſtroyed by the weight of their own 
Grandeur. The King of China chooſes 
his Counſellors from amongſt the learn- 
edſt, moſt experienced , and wiſeſt of 
his Realm. in the Choice and ele(tion 
of them Favyor has no Vote ; Merit 
and Vertne only ſp*ak for them : For 
this Prince practices as fully , as any 0- 
ther Monarch of the Earth, the Rn 
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of the wiſeſt of Kings, whoſe Counſel 
to his Equals is, NV:t to admit inte. their 
Councels ill-qualified, ignorant ard finb- 
born Spirits, who are burr ed, whitherſo- 
ever their Paſſions drev+ them. The 
Councellors of State in Chi« ought, bc- 
ſides the Probity of their Life, and the 
Integrity of their Manners, to be learn- 
ed in the Laws of the. Kingdom, to have 
taken the Degree of Leye:a5, to be..skil- 
full in Morall and Naturall Philoſophy, 
and well verſcd im Judiciary Aſtrology. 
Their Religion expreſicly requires this 
laſt part : becauſe (faich jt) thoſe , who 
are at the Hclm of the State, ought by 
this Science to have an Eye to the Fu- 
ture, to foreſee Tempeſts and- Storms, 
to avoid Rocks, to preſerve themſelves 
from Shipwrack, and happily to'fteer 
the Ship of the Common-wealth. "They 
are thirtcen in 'number, twelve Coun- 
cellors, whom they call Auditors , and 
a Preſident, who is with them, what 
the Chancellor is with us. "The Coun- 
ccll is held in the Royal Palace ; the 
Hall, where they aſſemble, is ſuitable 
to the Pomp and Magnificence of the 
Chineſe Monarch , there are erefted 
therein for the —_ of their 
Functions twelve ſtately S:ats , fix of 

| Maſſy 
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Maſſie Silver, and fix of pure Gold: 
In the midſt of which under a Canopy 
of Cloth of Gold , adorned with two 
wreathen Serpents, woven of Gold, 
which are the Royal Arms s ſhines one 
of fine and Maſſy Gold, enriched with 
Jewels, wherein fits the Preſideac of 
the Councell, or Lord High Chancellor 
of the Realm. Certainly this avguſk 


Furniture of theſe Councellors of State , 


is worthy the Matter, wherewith they 
are concerned : for if Counſell be ſome- 
what divine and facred, as inſpired by 
GOD, we muſt not think it ſtrange, 
that in China it is accordingly reveren- 
ced. ' Theſe men, thus magnificently 
ſeated, give the beſt and ſoundeſt Ad- 
yices for the Glory of their Prince , the 
Good of his State, and the eaſe of his 
People : Their unblameable Life , and 
the Wiſlom of their Minds furniſh 
them with Lights ' worthily to ſerve 
their King. [t is alſo from ſuch men, 
that one learns the wiſe Maxims ofgood 
Government, and not. from Counccllors, 
that are diſquicted by Avarice, diver- 
red and corrupted by Delights, pufrt up 
and ſwoln with Ambition : For who &« 
he, that would ſearch for a living Spring 
wn a filthy Bog, or that wand draw foul 
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| Water to drink, fayes a wiſe Councellor 


and Chancellor of Antiquity. When 
any one of theſe Statesmen dies, he, that 


is next in Order of Reception , takes 
poſſeſſion of his Place: according to the 
Law, fo' ſtriftly' obſerved in Chix : 
| That the Services of every one have the 
Rerompence, that their Condition can pre= 
tend to. They aſcend then from one 


'R Degree to another, it nod being necoſlary ; 


o demand therefore the: Permiffion of , 
their Prince. But for to fapply tho- laſt 
Place, the Councell chootes the moſt 
experienced and wiſeſt man of the King» 
dom : If he be abſent, they ſend for him 3 
being arrived, they t. bim to the 
King , who confirms or-difallows his ; 
Election 3 but the laſt ſcarggcever' hap- 
pens. The new choſen Councettor 1n , 
this manner takes his Oath between the 
Kings hands : That be will render Juſt ice 
to every one according to the Laws of the \ 
Kingdom, and that in the Adminiſtration \ 
thereof, as alſo in the Nomination of Go- 1 
vernors, or Judges of the State, . Paſſion or 
Aﬀettion ſhall never ſupplang with hum 
Vertue and Merit : That he will not ves , 
cerve any Preſents : That be will with all 
diligence preſerve the Peace of the King- 
dora, and that be will advertize the King <. 


\ and - 
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and his C ouncell, of whatever ſhall come to 
hus knowledze , prejudiciall to bis Service. 
Aﬀcer this ſolemn Oath, he is put in 
poſſeſſion of his Place in- one of the 
thirteen Seats in- the” Conncell --Hall.. 
The Royal Ciry celebrates the Solemni- 
ty theroof, all the Realm keeps Holy- 
day, andthe People rejoyce thereat with 
Sports-and Publick Feaſts. And ſurely 
the Paſltngers have Reaſon to rejoyce, 
when wiſe Pilots are called to the Go- 
vernnient and Steerage of . the Veſſel *: 
For a King, who is ſwayed by Connſcll, 
has need only of wiſe and well-adviſed 
men, who may counſell- him+ without 
Paſſion. The Preſident only of this 
Councell” has ' the Priviledg- to- ſpeak 
tothe King, when he does, *cis alwayes 
on his Knees with a ſingular Reſpect : 
When he is ſick, then the ancienteſt Au- 
ditor of the golden $S:ats performs his 
Office, Happy indeed are the men of 
Chiz1, who live in a Kingdom, where 
Vertue receives its Honors and its Re- 
compence : But mnch more happy 
woul 1 they bz, if the Worſhip of the 
tre GOD condutted 'them to eternall 
Felicity by ths means of a better Re- 
ligion, chan that, which deturas them 
from it, Now although the —_ 
| | A 
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of China be of -a very great extent, as 
we have already ſaid, nevertheleſs the 
Kings Councell is advertized overy 
Moneth of all, that paſſes in the Provins 
ces thereof, the moſt remote from the 
Court. The Vice-royes or Governors 
arc obliged to give thzm by the Poſt con- 
tinual Advice thereof.. Fhe Preſident 
of the Councel, having received it, gives 
an account thereofto the King, and very 
exadtly informs him ofall, that paſſes in 
his Realm: And .ifthe- Diſorder of any: 
Province obliges the Coyncell to ſend 
thither ſome one of the Court; it is done 
with, incredible Expedition, and that 
Secrecys which. is very often requiſite 
in State-affairs. He, that is ſent, departs 
without being known, arrives there In- 
cognito-z informs himſelf of all , that 
has paſt, and afterwards, if it be neceſſa- 
ry, makes himſelf known, and ſhews his 
Power. Moreover theſes Councellors of 
State, not by Dozens as elſewhere , but 
twelve in number, keep the firſt and 
uppermoſt Ranks in the Realm : For 
"there bcing in China neither Dukes , 
Marque!les, Earls, nor other like Perſons 
of this illuſtrious Quality, the Law of 
the Countrey removing "6 the Court 
all the Princes of the Blood , they re- 

ccive 
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eeive in their Places the Honors and De- 
yoirs, which ſhould be rendred unto 
them : They are viſited with very great 
Reſpects, they are ſpoken to on the Knee, 
and every ene payes them an extraor- 
dinary Veneration. 

- By the Advice of theſe wiſe Counſel- 
lors of State, the King commits the Char- 
ges of his Realm to:thoſe, whom Vertue 
and Merit has rendred moſt worthy 
thereof. Theſe Charges or the moſt e- 
minent of them-are ſix in number. The 
firſt is that of Vice-roy of the Province 
who in their Language is called Comon :; 
He is Supreme Magiſtrate , and repre- 
ſents in his Government the Royal Per- 
fon of his Maſter. -The' ſecond is the 7»- 

ro: He is after the Comon Governor 


' of the whole Province, as is in our Coun- 


treys a Lieutenant General for the King, 


| Now inevery Town of the Province re- 


reſides a Governor , called Txtaz , who 
beſides the Care , he has to govern the 


; Place, intruſted to him , is obliged alſo 
|: intheexerciſe of his Charge to report to 
| the /nſnantothe principat Aﬀairs of the 


Place , where hecommands ;, the Inſuanto 
advertizes the Comon, and the Comon 
gives Advice thereof to the King and -his 
Councel, The third is the Pontchaſc or 

SU- 


| 
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* are _ in the Province, as well Hole, as 


of the King of China. 4s 
Superintendant of.the Treaſures, who 
has under him many ſmaller Officers , 
and a compleat Copncel : He payes with 
the Money , which is ſent him, all the 
Officers of the Province, and confi 
the Surpluſage into the Hands of the 7#- 
Path is the Toioc, who is 
Captain General of the, Men of War, that 


Foot. - The fifth is the Archaſt , or Lord 
Chicſ Juſtice , as, well in Cauſes Civil , 
as Criminal : To him belongs the laſt 
Deciſion c: all Differcnces , brought be- 
fore. him by Appeal from, the inferiog 
Judges. The fixth is the Ayrao, or Pre. 
ſident of the Councel of War , whoſe 
principal Office : conſiſts in levying of 
Souldiers both by Land and Sea, in fur- 
niſhing and providing with Neceſſariecs 
the Garriſons, that are upon the Fron- 
tiers of the Realm, _ Beſitles this, , it be- 
longs tohim totake an' account of the 
Strangers, that arrive in his Province,to 
queſtion them very exactly , to knows 
whence they are, and on what De- 
ſign. they are entred into the Realm 
and diligently. toadvertize the Vice-re 
ofall. Theſe Charges have in.them the 
is pm Luſtre and Glory of the Realm, 

every one of theſe aboye-named 
Oſlicers 


wr 
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Officers hath under him ten Anditors , 
choſen out of thoſe, whoare-adjudged to 
be the moſt prudent and moſt experi- 
mented in Afﬀairs, who eaſe them and 
aid them in the expedition thercof. 
Theſe Auditors are in the Function of 
their Charges in very great Conſidera- 
tion through all the Countrey : They 
allemble ordinarily in the Houſe of the 
Comen or Viceroy in a ſuperb Hall, de- 
ſtinated for holding the Councel : Five 
of them ſit on the Right hand of him , 
that preſides, ard the Fre others on his 
Left hand : Thoſe, that are on the Right 


hand, are the ancienteſt , and have Place } 


above the others ; belides which their 
Habit alſo makes their Difference from 


the others : for they wear Girdles , gar- {| 


niſhed with Gold, ard Hats ofa pale co- 
lor ; whereas thoſe of the Left hand wear 
only Silver in the Garniſhment of their 
Girdles , and have blue Hats, But both 
the one and the other, as alſo the Pre- 
ſidert, wear before their Breaſt and on 
their Shoulders the Arms of the King, 
which are two Serpents in embroidery 
of Gold. This Mark is fo neceſlary £0 
them , that without it they dare not-go 
abroad , nor perform any Exercife of 
their Employs. Hiſtory crowns theſe 
' ' Judge: 
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Judges and Officers of China with the 
Praiſe, merited by-the Vertues, which is 
| TECOUNS of them, aud particularly takes 
notice of the admirable Patience, where» 
with they are endued : They hear (layes 
it) very patiently the Partacs, even in 
the Hears of theirPaſlions : and the con-. 
fuſed Tumult of .many, even of thoſe, 
whom 'the Vehemency of Aﬀairs cauſes 
to ſpeak with Diſorder , troybles not in 
them this fair Vertue of hearknin 

without Choler to thoſe, that are trant- 
ported therewith. : And their Speech is 


accompanied with ſoircredible a Sweet» 


; neſs, as-makes them appear gracious even 


to thoſe, whom they cordemn. Such 
are 'the Officers and Judges of Chime, 


: whom Vertue and Expericnce , not Mo- 
; neyand Ignorance , advarce to the Dig- 


| 


| 


nities of the Realm. | 

Beſides theſe fix principal Officers 
there are many others , inferior and ſub- 
ordinate to them ; as the © anrcc ,, who is 
the great Standard-hcarer ; the Porhen, 
who is the ſccond Treaſurer ; the Po- 
charſi, or Keeper of the Scals ; the Avi- 
2.4124, Or great Provoſt ; three Judges of 
the Court , who arc namc<d 1n their Em» 


| ployes Hagotagy ] Lia, an! 1 ontay , who 


give - Audience in their Houſes once a 
| weeks 
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week, and before the opening of - their © 
Gates for that purpoſe, cauſe three pie-{ þ 
ces of Canon to be diſcharged, to make 
known, that they are going to take|C 
their Seats : imicating in the Gravity] j 
of their Seats of Juſtice the Wrath of} 
the Thunders of Heaven , whica: fervel 
not only for an Advertiſement to the} q 
innocent, but alſo to ſtrike Terror and] c 
Dread into the culpable. [They havel x 
under them a great number ot Provoſts} y, 
for the Exerciſe of Juſtice : but they}, 
are not ſo abſolute in their Judgments, } c 
but that they have over them another |, 
Judge, who may reform them. This}. 
Judge is called Hondim, which ſignifies | 5. 
in the Chineſe Language the Reparrer of |;. 
Evil : It is alſo his Buſineſs to repair it}, 
by his Decrees, ifthe other Judges have | x, 
done any by their Semtences. There 1s th 
alfo at Court the { o-po, and by the Ex- fp, 
ample thereof his Office js erected in- the f,,. 
remote-Towns. His Duty is 'to make |, 
proviſion for Vidctuals, and to ſet the = 
Price thereof. The Quinchay, which ſig- Hi 
nifies in their Language Golden Seal, is |, 
an Officer- that never departs from the 
Court, unleſs ſome important Afﬀair ob- 
liges him thereunto : He makes publi- þ\; 
cation of the EdiQts of Pcace, and nun th 
#) . 
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of lixe Natu.e , eſtabliſhed by the 


r 

-| King. 
e This is in generall the account of the 
©] Chineſe Officers : let us now conligder 
yiin particular the manner , how they 
ff worthily perform their Employs. As 
ef ſoon as they are inveſted therein, they 
et depart togo and cxerciſe them : The 
I] Charges of their Journey are at the 
*f Kings Expence, ſo is their Houſe in the 
$! place , where they are to make their 
[} abode : Whichis To vaſt, that alt the 
»} Officers of Juſtice dwell therein, for 
"| the convenience of the Publick, and the 
Strcady Execution of Judgments. The 
; Salary» which they have beſides thisg 
tis ſufficieut for all their Expcnces, where« 
-{ with they ought to content themſelves : 
| For totakeany Preſent from the Parties, 
{the Law, fo rigorouſly obſerved m the 
'FRealm, yery cxpreſlely prohibits them 
under great Penalties , as alſo it doth 
che Partics to give any , who are not 
'Ipzrmitted to fee the Judges in their 
THouſes : for to nave Juſtice of them, 
{hey nralt render themſelves at the ac» 

uſtomed Audicnces. 

When the Judz:. is in his Sezt, the 
Uſhers go to the Dvor of the Hall, and 
Fthcre with a loud Voice nam; him, who 
| Comes 
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comes to have Juſtice, and alſo tell, 
what he demands : The Party preſently 
enters, 'kneels down before the Judge, 

ropoſes his Demand : or, if it be by 


Writing;, gives it to the Clerk , who 


rcads it : The Judge without delay or- 


.dains, what is juſt » and does himſelf 
/ Fvrite his Judgment with red Ink, to a- 


void the Faults, committed by the 
Clerks, the Inconveniences from which 
Faults proceedirg are in other places 
ſufficieutly proved to the Damage of 
the Parties. Theſe ſame Judges are 
obliged to go faſting.to hold their Au- 
Giences, and if their Infirmity demard 
Tome Support in their Weak:;eſſes, the 
arc only permitted to uſe Conferves in 
the manner of a Medicin? : but ſhould 
they take any Wine b-:tore their * Au- 
gdicnce, they would be nc/ 1-7: puniſhed, 
than if they had beer guilty of commit- 
ting ſame violent Injuſtice. The Jud 
anents are executed-from p-int to poin! 
without any fraud : In 21 matters: 
Judg<s procecd alwaics by Wriirg 
ard if the Aﬀair be importznt , they d 
themſelves wine the Acts and Depo! 
tions of the Witneſſes : Which is i 
cauſ+, th2t few men compl:in cf rhe 
Juſtice, «14 that there are very fi 


—_— 
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Appeals to the ſuperior Judges.. They 
, Do in their Juriſdidtions the Houſes 
of the Places, that reſort thither , they 
"25 ſet them by Tens in a Tablet, hung 
J{ upatthe Laſt ofthe Ten, in which the 
0} Names of the Inhabirants are written, 
F with the Ordinance of the King , which 

enjoyns all perſons , of what Qualizy 
and Condition ſoevePthey be, to reveal 
 incontinently to the Juſtice, what they 
ſhall ſee' committed by any of their 
5] Neighbors 2gainſt the publick Good, 
and even agai:ſt that of the Delinquents, 
that-the p:niſhment. thereof way - be 
| ſpeedily iatlicted. But if ary one of the 
1 Ten gocs a Jourizy, quits the Couny 

trey, Town, or Strect, he muſt ten 
dayes before his Departure ring a Bell, 
c or a Copper Buſon, throvgh all the 
| Quarter tOthe end that, if he ows any 
Monty, his Creditors may know of his 
Departure, cr 41 any one has lent him 
1 ought, they may come to demand it : 
bur if he will depart unknown, his 
, Neighbors oug'\ic to waich over him : 
for in his abſcace the Judges conſtrain 
*them to pay for him. 

But there are very few perſons, which 
become Bankrupts : The Laws, ſtriftly 
obſerved in Ch:na, puniſh them rigo 

C 2 roully« 
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rouſly : They give them Times for 

yment : The firſt Failure is puniſhed 

y ſcourging 3 if they ſatisfie not at the 
ſecond time, their Chaſtiſement is 
doubled ; if they are Aﬀronters to the 
third, they are whipt, till they are 
bloody , and are .kept perpetuallv in 
Priſon. Which cguſes, that, when any 
one Is unable to his Debts, he im- 
plores the Aid of all people to be quit 
thereof, and if he cannot bring it about 
4n this manner, he gives his Liberty, and 
ſells himſelf to his Creditors , to avoid 
the ſiftarting Stripes of the Whip. 
Now when any Judge- appcars abroad 
(which is very ſeldom, thetr Cuſtom 
being to be very retired, by which 
means, they ſay, they are leſs diverted, 
and better preſerve thcir Authority) 
he goes accompanied with al! the Oſh- 
cers of Juſtice : whereof the two firſt, 


who go in a breaſt , carry upon - 


their Shoulders two long Maccs of Sil- 
ver, for a Sign, that they are Offi: crs 
of Juſtice ; two others. follow thumy 
having each -of them in their Hands a 
long and ſtrait Reed, wl:ich they Car» 
ry upright, ſhewing thereby, that thc 
= to do right Juſtice, and that fi 
gill be done by the Judge, whom they 
al» 
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attend ; theſe are likewiſe followed by 
two Officers, who carry alſo Reeds, 
which they draw upon the ground with 
long red Girdles, theſe are the Rods, 
wherewith they ſcourge ſuch Criminals, 
as they meet with ; the two following 
carry two white Tables, wherein are 
written the Name of the Judge, his 
Office, and his Quality -: The reſt of 
the Train are Perſons, that follow and 
accompany the Magiſtrate , to do him 
Honor. This Pomp and Formality of 
Juſtice is not a vain Oftentation of 
theſe Officers, they live as they ſpeaks, 
and are ſuch , as they appear, endued 
with Vertue, exadt and upright in their 
)Employs, and of unblameable Laves. 
But Men are Men, and not Gods , who 
cannot deficit unto Vices ; and the Pro» 
bity of a Magiſtrate, being in an un- 
conſtant and mutable Life, may be the 
ſame , although rhis h-ppens feldomer 
in China, than clſewhere. The King 
and this Conncell have provided for 
| this Inconvenicace neceflary -w— 

which puniſh thoſe, that uftend, V 
keeping che other bn aw py thera 
coninin themfelves un their Devoir. 
| The Employs of ſuch- Officers are but 


of three ycars duratiou, which being 
C3 ex- 
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expired, they muſt before certain Tudgess 
tamed Charnes . render an accouut 
th: Adminiſtration thereof, Neverthe- 
tes the King ſends every yeer Vilirors 
through the Provinces of his Kingdom, 
ra Lewthss, perſons fricthfull to his 
Service, very well cxperienced in the 
Afirs of the World, and of tgnall 
Honeſty. This Delegation is done {6 
fecretly, tht it is known only to the 
King, and the Preiident of his Councetl, 
who cauſes the Secretary of State to 
diſparch Letters thereof, leaving a Blank 
for the Name of the Perſos, that is fear, 
andthe Province, to which he goes. 
There is put in the Letters this Chaufe, 
neceſſiry for the abſolute Power of the * 
Viſtor , That «ww who place forvrr the 
Twady « o Loytias ſhould come, brings 
the preſent Letters of Provifien , 'P 

"9 obeyed , 4 the þ& me bim felt lw@ | 
Letrers buing freaked, the Prefideit puts | 
bn the Nam of the Vimor , Tx i be 
Province , whereunto te 3+ rar Me, 
having reccived them, d« pres © ſore 
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travclls from one Town to anot . 
and informs himfclt with all munner 
of Car: and Diligence of the [ Deport- 
men's of the Wheers from the Viceroy 
to the mcancik \udit rw, not hk _—_ 
himliclt , durinz the Labor of this oxa 
Inform ition, bs known t© any on, 
Wh 1 hc bus haithed i, an ! bclicvow 
tit bc has $4 Ioocnt Proots of ric Pr 0- 
bity of fon dQ HED manor of of 

he 1+ to th (4p i Town of 
Proviice, and there expects the Days 
that fwch Ihcors all mble in Councelh, 
which is once a Moncth at the h tc of 
the V ice-roy, of, in his abſence, ut tht 
IT wran"'s \nid vn they arc all. ned, 
be comes to the Gate theroot;, and coam- 
minds the her br ad ver it then 
that there i* it UYY Conte 4 | udp, | wh 
will come 16. for t© decir wats 'hc/n 
gs Command of the King Te Vice 
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rouſly : They give them Times for 
yment : The firſt Failure is puniſhed 
y ſcourging 3 if they ſatisfic not at the 
ſecond time, their Chaſtiſcment is 
doubled ; if they are Aﬀeronters to the 
third, they are whipt, till they are 
bloody, and are kept perpetually in 
Priſon. Which cguſes, that, when any 
one Is urable to his Debts, he im- 
plores the Aid of all people to be quit 
thereof, and if he cannot bring it about 
in this manner, he gives his Liberty, and 
ſells himſelf to his Creditors , to avoid 
the ſifarting Stripes of the Whip. 
Now when any Judge appcars abroad 
(which is very ſeldom, their Cuſtom 
being to be very retired, by which 
means, they ſay, they are leſs diverted, 
and better preſerve rhcir Authority ) 
he goes accompanied with all! the Ofh- 
cers of Juſtice : whereof the two firſt, 
who go in a breaſt , carry upon 
their Shoulders two long Maccs of Sil- 
ver, for a Sign, thet they are Officers 
-of Juſtice ; two others follow them, 
having each -of them in their Hands 2 
Jong and ſtrait Recd, wich they car- 

ry upright, ſhewing thereby, that the 

m_ to do right Juſtice, and that. fu 
@rill be done by the Judge, whom they 
| als 
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attend ; theſe are likewiſe followed by 
two Officers ,, who carry alſo Reeds, 
which they draw upon the ground with 
long red Girdles, theſe are the Rods, 
wherewith they ſcourge ſuch Criminals, 
as they meet with ; the two following 
carry two white Tables, wherein are 
written the Name of the Judge, his 
Office, and his Quality : The reſt of 
the Train are Perſons, that follow and 
accompany the Magiſtrate , to do him. 
Honor. This Pomp and Formality of 
Juſtice is not a vain Oftentation 

theſe Officers, they live as they ſpeak, 
and are ſuch, as they appear, endued 
with Vertue, exact and upright in their 
Employs, and of unblameable Laves. 
But Men are Men, and not Gods , who 
cannot deflctt unto Vices ; and the Pro- 
biryaf a Magiſtrate, being in an un- 
conſtant and mutable Life, may be the 
ſame , although this happens ſcltdomer 
in China, than elſewhere. The King 
and his Conncell have provided for 
this Inconvenience neceſſary Remedies, 
which puniſh thoſe, that Gffend, and 
keeping che other in aw, make them 
contain themſelves in their Devolr. 
The Employs of ſuch- Officers are bur 
of three ycars duration, which being 
C3 CX» 
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expired,they muſt before certain Tudges, 


ramed Chaenes , render an account of 


the Adminiſtration thereof, Neverthe- 
lefs the King ſends every yeer Viſitors 
through the Provinces of his Kingdom, 
ramed Lenths, perſons faithfall to his 


- Service, very well cxperienced in the 


- —- > — - _ _ 
- 
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Afizirs of the World, and of fignall 
Honeſty. - This Delegation is done 16 
fecretly, that it is' known 'only to the 


Kirg, and the Preſident of his Councett, 
.who cauſes the Secretary of State to 


diſpatch Letters thereof, leaving a Blank 
for the Name of the Perſoy, that is ſent, 
and the -Province, to' which he goes. 


. There is put in the Letters this Chuſe, 


neceſlary for the abſolute Power of the 
Viſitor , That in what place ſoever the 


Tadge or Loytias ſhould come, brings 
1: ad Letters of Proviſion , y Neal 


be obeyed, as the King himſelf. Theſe 


Letters being ſealed, the Preſident puts 


inthe Name of the Viſitor, and of the 


Province, whereunto he is ſent : He, 
having reccived them, departs ſo fecret- 
Iy from the Court , and travells 'fo in- 
cogmro, that no one knows who heis, 


'or, whither he goes. He arrives thus 


unknown in the Province or Ifle , whuth 


-he 15 to vilt, goes throhgh the Countrey, 


travells 


IT — 
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he 
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of the King of Chin: 
travells from one Town to another, 
and informs himſelf with all manner 
of Care and Diligence of the Deport- 


. ments of the Officers from the Vice-roy 


to the mcanceſt Auditor , not lettin 
himſelf , during the Labor of this exa 
Information, bz known to any one, 
When he has finiſhed it, and bcelicvos, 
that he has ſufficient Proofs of the Pro- 
bity ofſome, and ill D:meanor of oth 


he goes to the Capitall Town of the- 
Province, and there expects the Dayy- 


that ſuch Officers aſſ:mble in Councell, 
which is once a Moneth at the houſe of 
the Vice-roy, or, in his abſence, at the 
Tutan's. And when they are aſſembled, 
he comes to tho Gate thereof, and com- 
mands the Uſher, to advertize them, 
that there is at the Gate a Judge , who 
will come in, for to declare unto them 
a Command of the Kings. The Vice» 
roy, who conceives, what the Buſineſs 
may be, cauſes thz Gates to be opzned, 
deſcends from his Sc it, and accompanied 
with his Oſhc-r5, goes to receive hum, as 
S uperior : Who enters , carrying in 
his . hands the L-=tters of Provilion. 
Theſe Patents ſtrike Terror into a part 


of the Aſ-mbvly, and the guilty Judges 
ſhew already upon their pale _—_ fr | 
C 4 
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Marks of their Offences : The Patents 
are read aloud : Which bcing done, 
the Vice-roy riſes from his Scat, makes 
many low Reverences and Submiſſions 
to the Viſitor, which is done Iikewiſe 
by all the other. Then he takes his 
Scat in the moſt _ place, and in 
- @ grave ard ſcridus Harangue declares 
to them the Cauſe of his -Coming, the 
Care, he has taken, in making his Viſit 
through the Province, and exactly and 
truly informing himſelf of their De- 
meanors : He crowns with a thouſand 
praiſes the Vertue and ——_—_ of thoſe, 
that have done well, promiſes them to 
make report” thereof to the King and 
his Councell, -aſfuring them of the Re- 
compence » which their good Servtces 
merit, and -in the mean time inſtals 
them in the moſt honorable Placgs of 
the Councell of the Province. After 
* that thcſe deſerving Perfons have thus 
- Teceived from his mouth and hand this 
| Honorable Teſtimony of their Vertue, 
he publickly reproaches thoſe, that he 
has found culpable , with the Filthineſs 
of their Trafhick in the Sale of Juſtice, 
ſhews them the Shamefulneſs of their 
Opprcſſions, and reckons them up par- 
- ticularly the Number of their Mildeeds. 
The 


of the King of ChinF: ft 
| The Effet follows cloſe this ſhamefull 
” Reproath, he fulminates againſt them 
the Sentence of Condemnation, deptives 
;, them of their Employs, and _ 

them ofthe Marks thereof, takes from * 
them in the face of all the Councell the 
Girdle, and narrow-brin”d Hat. If 
their Faulrs merit a greater pnniſhment, 
he leaves the Judgment thereof to his 
Soveraign Prince and his Councell : 
For the Law of China prohibits all 
Judges from condemning” any one to 
Death, without the King' be firſt *"ac- 
| —_ therewith, and judge, what is 
tting to be done. But 'thus Juſtice is 
exerciſed in China upon thoſe, that deny 
it to others. In this manner Reward 
being wholly apparent, yea, certain for 
Vertue & Judgment for Vice,the greateſt 
part of men embrace that,for co enjoy its 
Crowns,and ſhun this, for to avoid the 
Evils, it brings along with it : and the 
Rem ofChma enjoys -1I1 ſort ofFelicitics 
This wiſe Policy is praftiſed in China, 
for to keep the inhabitants within the 
Bounds of their Duty. Bat Realms, like 
humane bodies, are not only aſf:i!:d by 
interior Eemics. Strangers 22d chote 
| without may ruine them : cen as Mans 
Body is killed by Sword and Spear, 55 


wekl 
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well as by thoſe Diſcaſes , which have | 
their Source and Cauſe within the ſame. * 


This cauſes the Soveraign Monarch of 
China to furniſh his Holds with good 


Garriſons, to cover , when there 1s need » 


thereof, the Field with armed men , to 
keep conſtant Guards at the Sea-Ports, 
and to oppole againſt forreign Violence 
the beſt ard reſoluteſt Troups of his 
State, who know how to defend it againſt 
the Deſigns and Attemps of an Invader. 
Let us ſee firſt the Vigilance and Great- 
neſs of his Forces by Land, and after- 
ward we ſhall give you -an account of 
his Strength Log Every Province has 
its Councel of War, conſiſting of the va- 
liantzſt and moſt experiznced Warriors 
of the Realm : Theſe diſpoſe of the Soul- 
diers according to. Occaſions and UC+ 
Ccurrences , and cauſe them to be ſo ex- 
aftly paid, that they loſe norhing of their 
Duc : for the Treaſurcrs, who keep the 
Kirgs Ceffers, are chorged to refuſe them 


nothing. Towns are not preſerved by | 
Baſtions , nor defended by ſtrong Tow- 


ers, The Monarch of Chin: praftiſes 
the Advice of that generous Greek, who 
faid, That the beſt Defences of a City con« 
ſiſted im the Valor of the Citizens : - They 
have nevertheleſs very good Wals, en- 

compall:d 


[ 
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compaſſed with deep Ditches, which they 
fill with Water at their pleaſure by the 
Current of the Rivers. The beſt For» 
tifications , that can well defend them , 
are the good Garriſons , that are put 
thercin , which keep a very exact Guard, 
not permitting any one to go in or out, 
without Leave in writing from the Ma- 
giſtrate , or Governor , that command 
there. They are careful in ſhutting their 
Cates , they ſeal up the Locks , an _ 
them not , till the Sun is up » that they 
may know their Seals. Their Arrtille- 
ry , which is excellently good (the uſe 
whereof was firſt known to them, before : 
it arrived to us) is uſually placed upon 
the ſame Gates. "The Captains arg Na- 
tives of the Provinces, vrhich they guard, 
to tho end that the Natnral Love of their 
Countrey ,+ joyned with the Duty of 
their Charge , may augment their Cares 
for the Conſervation of the Places. They 
lodge upon the Wals of the Towns , 
where their H ſes are built on purpaſe, 
for to be continually in their Exerciſes : 
they do th m without any Cop-adifti- 
on, wit' cr © anyit efiſtance of the Iohabt- 
tags of th: Towns, which they guard : 
for 2 L. 1 v7 of tl, S;ate has taken from 
them the Mcans of revel.ing , forhid- 
| cing 
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ding them to bear Arms, or have them 
in their Houſes upon pain of Death , 
permitting it only to thoſe , that are in 
the Kings Pay, who ſucceed in this Q ua- 
lity from Father to Son. They are di- * 
ſtributed icto Thouſands , whereof c- 
very Hun:Ired has its Captain and An- 
cient , ar.d all theſe are commanded by 
cn: Chicf, as is with us the. Colonel of 
| ARecgimcnt. They uſe often Exerciſe, 
to keep the Souldicr in breath , and hin- 
der Idlencſs from ruſting his Arms, or 
abating kis Courage. Their Arms are 
Harquebuſhes, Pikes, Staves headed with 
iron, and Hatchets. The Horle uſe ©0- 
ther Arms : the Troupcr, when he goes 
to battle , carries at rhe Pommel of his 
Saddle four Swords , twa whereof he 
"Takes in his hand, when he fights, and 
uſes them with: admirable dexterity : 
| Arrows and Lances arc alſo in uſe with 
| them. They are, wont to be environed 
with a Troop of Servarts, that are about 
| them, when they go to battle , who are 
nimble, and well armed. 'I heir Valor 
| confilts ja Craft, and Stratagems of 
War ».in which they more employ theic 
Wits , than th:y do their Courages in 
charging the Enemy openly. They are 
yery bad Horſcnien, and manage their 
COuLe 
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Courſers with the Whip and the Voice?, | 
having inſtead of a Bir only a piece of 
Iron , which they put croſs their mouths* 
Their Arms are light,and theit Courages 
heavy. 

This Cavalry alſo makes not the beſt 
part of the Forces of China , which are ſo | 
great , that they would ſuffice for the 
guard of many Realms. Ir is true. that 
the vaſt and great Provinces, where they 
arc eſtabliſhed, contain , cach of them in 
its Dimenſion , the extent of a Kingdom. 
That of Pagme , Where the King makes 
his ordinary abode has for its Conſervati- 
on one ard twenty hundred and fifty 
thouſand Foot , and four thouſand Horſe...” 
That of Canton has an hundred and twen- 
thouſand Foot, and fourty thouſand 
Horſe. That of Foquien fifty cight 
thouſand ninc hundred Foot, and two and 
twenty thouſand four hundred Horfe. 
Olam ſeventy fix thouſand Foot, and five 
and twenty thouſand five hundred Horſe. 
Cinſay , cighty thouſand fix hundred 
Foot , and no Horſe : becauſe the Situ- 
ation. of the Countrey is mountainous 
ard rocky. Oquian has likewiſe no Horſe: 
the Guard thcreof conſiſting only in an 
hundred and twenty thouſand bx hur- 
drcd Foot. The Pro vice of Suſnam | as 
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eighty-ſix thouſand Foot, and thirty four ' 
thouſand five hundred Horſe. That of 
Tolanchie , neighbouring on the Tartars, 
with whom the Kings of China have of- 
ten had great and bloody Wars, is 
guarded and ſtrengthned with eight and 
twenty .-hundred thouſand Foot , aſliſted 
by two- hundred and ninety thouſand 
Horſe , both the one and the other be- 
ing the heſt and ſtouteſt Souldiers of the 
whole Kingdome. Canſay has fifty thou- 
ſand Foot , and twenty thouſand two 
hundred and fifry Horſe. Aucheo is 
guarded by eighty ſix thouſand Foot , 
and forty eight thouſand Horſe. Honan 
by fourty four thouſand Foot, and eigh- 
teen thouſand nine hundred Horſe. Xan- 
ton has ſeventy ſix thouſand Foot, and ten 
thouſend one hundred and hfry Horſe. 
Qninchexg fourty cight thouſand ſeven 
hugdre4” Foot, and fifteen - thouſand 
three hundred Horſe. Chequran thirty 
four thouſand Foot , and thirtcer thou- 
ſand Horſe. And Sancii the leaſt of all 
the Provinces, has fourty thouſand Foot, 
and fix thouſand Horſe. All which-For- 
ces amount in the whole to five Millions 
eight hundred and icventy thouſand 
eight hundred Foot , and five hnrdred + 
forty eight thouſand Horſe, This 

L242. ib: 
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Multitude of armed men might , if they 
were valiant , conquer the reſt of the ha- 
bitable Earth. But Hiſtory places their 
Courages much below the Emropens. 
The moſt redoubred Commanders of 
former Ages, who —__ many 
Realms in Aſa , triumphed over Africk, 
'and ſtruck Terror into Ewope , had not 
in their Armies any thing necr the 
number of the Chineſe ' Garriſons: 
And truly I ſhould ſuſpect the Hi 
thereof, and eſteem it fabulous, did it 
not prove the Verity of its Relation 
by the great number - of the Towns, 
and the-vaſt Extent of a Realm, which 
might contain thereia fifteen well-peo 
led Kingdoms , every Province of China 
ing equal to a great Monarchy. But 
theſe dreadful Chineſe Forces baniſh 
' Troubles from their State: For we take 
Arms, that we may have Tranquillity , 
and War is often made for the obtaj- 
ning of Peace. The Garriſons of the 
S:a-ports, and the Guards , which ly in 
the Chanel for ſecuring the Merchants , 
are not in this number. The King main- 
tains many welkarmed Ships of War, 
which are very vigilant in his Harbors , 
and on his Seas , to ptevea: th- Leſcents 
or Robberics of Pirates. Thelc Veſſels 
q are 
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are of divers ſorts : ſome are very great) 
wich they call Fences 5 others are leſs, 
and like to our Fregates , and are namcd 
by them Banceens ;, ſome are larger thag 
theſe, and have many. Benches, every 
Bench has eight Oars, and every Oar 


| eight Rowers :- Theſe they call Lanteas. 


Now for to defray the Expence of ſo 
many Souldiers, to pay the Salaries of 
the Oſhcers of Juſtice, and: of the Ex- 


| .chequer, and to furniſh the Royall Pa- 


| Jace with all, that is neceſſary, the So- 


veraign Prince of Chine needs a great 


"and puiſſant Revenue : He levies it ”= 
e 


on the Men, the Houſes, the Corn , 

Mines of Gold and Silver, the precious 
Stones, the Pearls, the Porcelane, the 
Wool, the Cottons, and the Silks. The 
Men of the fifreen Provinces are a great 
part of them exempt from all Tribute: 
as the Loytias , Judges , Officers , ard 
Souldiers ; and yet the number of thoſe, 
that pay, is not ſmall. For the Province 
of Pagnie contains two. Millions ſeven 


' hundred and fours thouſand Tributarics : 


That of Canton three Millions and fix 
hundred thoufand : Foquien two Mil- 
lions four hundred and ſeven thouſand : 


| The Province of Axcheo two Millions 


cight hundreq and forty thouſand : 
That 
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of the King of China, 65 
That of Olam two Millions two hundred 
thirty four thouſand : That of Cwſay 
three Millions three hundred and eighty 
thouſand : Suſuam two Millions and 
fifty thouſand : Tolanchie fix Millions 
and ninety thouſand : Canſay two Mil- 
lions three hundred and five thouſand : 
Oquian three Millions and eight hun- 
dred thouſand : Honan twelve hundred 
thouſand : Xanton nineteen hundred 
forty four thouſand : Chequean two Mil- 
tions two hundred fourty four thouſand : 
Quinchen two Millions and three hun- 
dred thouſand : And Sancij ſixteen hun- 
dred ſeventy two thouſand five hutidred 
Tributaries. Each of theſe Tributaries 
payes every yeer two Maſes : the Maſe 
may be in value ten Sols French, ſo that 
the annuall Revenue, uo_ the King 
of China, may be fourteen Millions two 
hundred fifty three thouſand one 
hundred ſixty feven Crowns of France, 
Beſides this, the other Tributes do much 
advance his Revenue. The Gold-Mines 
| pay him every yeer in Gold , from ſeven- 
teen to two and twenty Carats hne, 
four Millions two hundred fifry fix 
thouſand nine hundred Taes , every Tae 
being of the Value of an /talian Crown. 
The Silyer-Mines yield him in «fine Sit- 
ver 


- 
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; ver three Millions an hundred fifry 
three thonſand two hundred and nine- þ 


teen 7.zes : Thoſe of Stones fourteen 
Iandred and ſeventy -thouſand Taes. F 
The Fiſhery of Pearls brings iato his | 
Coffers two Millions ſix hundred and [| 
thirty thouſand Taes, The Tax upon 
Odors, as Musk and Amber, is worth jc 
a Million and five and thirgy thoufand F* 
Taes : That, which is upon :Porcelane, | 
brings ninety thouſand Taes : This ſe- }* 
cond Tribute making in all eleven Mil- h 
lions five hundred eighty four thou- I" 
ſand French Crowns. : ſo that the Re--; £ 

v 

rn 

t 


venue, hitherto reckoned , amounts to 
about fix and twenty Millions of Crowns. © 
Bnt the third Tribute -upon Corn, Salt, 
Woal, Cottons, and- Silks, is yet more 
worth than all this. This puiſſant and 
opulent Monarch gives to his Subjets |? 
a great Qnantity of Land , depending | 
vpon his Dzmean, on Condition , that |} V 
they render unto him-.a part of the } P 
Profits thereof, which ſerves for the | B 
neceſſary Proviſions of his Royall Pa-J 4 
lace, and for thoſe of the Officers of his ] 3 
Realm. "Thoſe, who arc appointed to | * 
colle&t this Tribute, gather every. yeer | © 
ſixty Miltions an handred ſeventy one | F 
thouſaud eight hundred and thirty } © 

Meaſures |} Y 
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Meaſures of White Rice , which is the 
moſt ordinary Food of the Men of China, 
and their Neighbors : Twenty nine 
Millions three hundred ninety one 
thouſand nine hundred cighty two Mea 
ſures of Barley : Thirty three Millions 
pne hundred and twenty thouſand and 
two hundred Meaſures of Wheat : 
Twenty Millions two hundred and fif- 
ty thonſand Meaſures of Rie :. Twenty 
fre Millions three hundred and fonrty 

thouſand four handred Meaſures of Salt 2 
Twenty four Millions of Meaſures of 
Milet : Ih other Grains and- Pulſe fif- 
ty forr Millions of Meafures. Silk, 
wrought into-Cloth, furniſhes him with 
wo hundred and fix thouſand Pieces of 
the moſt curious work, every piece be» 
ing 14 Ells long : That, which is uns, 
wrought, brings him 540 thouſand pound 
weight. He has in Cotton 300 thouſand 
pounds weight the work ofCoverings for 
Beds yields him $ hundred thouſand & 
4 hundred Pieces of the moſt exquiſite : 
Raw Silk alſo gives him the weight of 
four thouſand pounds : the ManutaCture 
of Corton brings him fix hundred ſeven- 
ty eight thonſand Pieces of this Stuff, 
each fourteen Ells long : Raw Cotton 
yields him three hundred and four _ 
and 


" Por - 06 nk” ales 


63 The Bifo)y of the Court . 
land fix hundred forty eight pounds 
weight : The Value of which Incomes 
augmenting the Sym of the Tribute i 
Money, cauſes the annual Revenue off, 
this great Empire to amount to an hun-F, 
dred and twenry Millions of Crowns. 
"This great and ſuperb Treaſure off. 
the King of China , collefted from his; 
Subjefts, and the excellent Prudence ,... 
wherewith he governs his State , and}, 
manages ſo rich a Revenue, have madef | 
him take for his Arms two golden Ser- 
pents, entwined one within-the other : 
and the immenſe Extent of ſo vait anc 
fertil a Kingdom ,. abounding with all 
ſorts of Felicities , has cauſed him to put 
among his Titles the Style of- Lord of the 
World and Son of Heaven : And truly] 
fince the Countrey is a World in Great-þ 
neſs and Goodneſs , he has Reaſon to call}, 
himſelf the Zord thereof. Kings are inh 
eff:&t doubly the Sons of Heaven, not 
only by the benefit of their Creation , as 
are other men , bnt alſo by the excellent 
Priviledze of their Soveraignty , which; 
is the living Image of the celeſtial Pow- 
er. But the Morfirch of China in theh,. 
Vanity of his deceitful Religion, and the 
falſe Worſhip of his Idols lives as aj 
Son of the Earth. Nevertheleſs the 
Great- 
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| Breatneſs ofhis Treaſures, the Puiſſance 
3þf his Forces, the Fertility of his Coun- 
Frey , and the Extent of his State , have 

rricd the Pride of his Spirit to that de- 
Sree of Inſolccce ,as to contemn alt the 
Teſt of Men , and tocſteem only thoſe of 

hina, He ſayes often, and the ſame 
"Waunting is in the mouth of his Sujbects, 
TW bat the Chineſes have two Eyes , the Eu- 
?Fopeans one , and that all the ather men of 
1 be Earth are blind. 

Notwithſtanding this Fault , which 
$5 common to many Princes , the Ami- 
'ty. and Alliance of ſo opulent and puil- 
j4ant 2 Monarch merits well to be 

ought for by other Soveraigns. His 
Neighbors eſteem and deſre it : The 
*Fartar , his capital Enemy, requeſts it , 
 þnd the King of Spain has judged it pro- 
| table for the Good of his States, and 
"he Glory of his Majeſty. So when theſe" 
: Tinces ſend Ambalſladors tokim for this 

urpoſe, or for to treat of Tome imper- 
nt Aﬀair » he rcccives/them , hogors 
hems and cauſes all ſort of good Recep- 
onto be ſhewn them. When they en- 
into the Realm, the Govyzrnor ofthe 
lace , through which they paſs , afſt- 
ed by all | the Zoytias and Captains of 
c Countrey, goes tO Meet them, for on 
| tcſti- 
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teſtify nnto them by UYoquent Harangue 
the welcomneſs of their. Arrival. J* 
they -come by Sea , although there bd,, 
but a very little Diſtance from the Harf,, 
bor, where they land, to the Town , -ye 
are they not at their Landing permitt 
£0 ſet foot to ground : They are receive 
in Chairs, very richly embroidered wit 
Pearls, covered with Curtains of Clo 
| of Gold, which cight men carry onthei 
| Arms , whereof there are ſome kept i 
I the principal Towns, ſet apart for t 
only uſe: For the Law of C hina {ayes 
Let a forreion Ambaſſador be reccived a 
honored in the ſame manner , 4s the Prin 
ſhenld , by whom he us ſent, of be Came itt 
the Realm, When they are 21rived, the 
are lodged in an Houſe , m»de for then 
built like a Palace, royally furniſhed 
_ and provided with all things necellary 
where they are ferved and treated at 
i! Expences of the King , as likewiſe all J .- 
| | long their Journey, where they are q 
ſo at the Kings Expences guarded a 
| attended by a thouſand Souldiers. TI 
morrow after thcir Arrival, the Gove 
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| nor , who was to receive them,- goes}: t) 
| . viſit them, and after many {uirable Coq 
plemeats , asks them-the SubjeA of thq |, 


| ” Ambaſly , and having learnt it » « 
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of rhe King of China. "1 
patches a Qurier to the principal Town 
of the Province, to advcrtize the Vice- 
roy thereof. The Vice-roy diſpatches 
the ſame Currier to. the Court , and 
writes thereof to the Kingand his Coun- 
cel, who ſend the Ambaſſadors a Safe- 
condudt for their Journey. _— T6 
ceived it , they (ct forwards towards the 


"71 Court , attended by the.number of Soul- 
7] dicrs , whereof we have lately ſpoken : 


they are maintained, | and have their 
Expences defrayed by the Kings Trea- 
ſurers , and whereever they pals, all ſort 
of Honor is rendred them. Whei they 
arrive at the Royall City of Taybin, the 
ordinary 'Ke/zxdence of the Court, the 


+ Kings Co: nll, attended by the prin- 


cipal Knight:, go to meet them : The 


Preſidzrt of this Royall Councell makes 


Fa Band apart with the Train and Pomp 


ofa Kirg, If th: Amibaſſzdors come 


from great Monarchs , this great Pre- 


ſident goes on their Left kand : if they 
come from leſſer Pririces, he takes the 


Right, and in this raik accompanies 
them Lv the Houle, prepared for them, 


' the Furniture whercof, and the Prepa- 


ra! jon for the Entertairment of the 
Amhaſladors, are trulv b<ſceming the 
Grandeur and Maynificjeucc of the King 
of 
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of China. By the way he diſcourſes 
them of the Rancounters of their Jour- 
ney, and the State of their Health, an 
Interpreter, whovs with them, aſſiſting 
him, that underſtands not the Language. 
When they are arrived before the Pa- 
lace, where they are to lodge, the Pre- 
' ident takes his leave of them, and at 
his Departure gives them Power from 
the King, to create a number of Loytias 
or Knights, and to-deliver many Pri- 
ſoners, condemned unto Death, for an 
aſſurance of their Welcome ' unto that 
Court. The Law of China exempts them 
from all ſorts of Inconveniences, that 
is to ſay, that whatſoever Crime the 
Ambaſſador commits in the State , his 
Perſon cannot be Yr way thereforc 
puniſhed. He paſſes ſome dayes in his 
Palace, before he has Audience, to the 
end that the Repoſe, he finds there, may 
free him fromthe Weariſomneſs , con- 
trated by his Journey. During this 
time he is treated by the greatcſt of the 
Court, who let him fee the beſt Com- 
panies thereof, and the Magnificence of 
their Feaſts : After this a day is a} 
pointed for him to come to Audiente 


The King, aſliſted by his Councell, and fc 


by the Priucipall of his Couriers , gives 
i 
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of the King of China. 73 
it him in one of thoſe ſuperb Hals, 
whereof we have ſpoken before : There 
he treats -of the Subject of his Ambally, 
and after he has received .an Anſwer 
thereunto, returns laden with Preſents 
towards the Prince, who {cat him. His 
Return is as pleaſant, as his Arrivall, 
he is attended by the ſame Troops of 
Souldiers, maintained in the ſame man» 
ner at the Kings Expences, and where+- 
ever he paſſes, he receives the lam? 
Courteſics and the ſame Honors. 

But all the Ambaſſadors, that arrive 
in Chinz, are not; reccived in the fame 
manner : for thoſe , that come from 
Prizces, or Repyblicks , thei” Tribu- 
tarics.,, are received according to their 
Condicion, and as Dependents .of the 
Re-im, When they arrive, one gnly 
Jucge receives them, lodges them, andy 
maincains them at the King's C | 
At the Court their Reception is ſuitable 
thereunto : The Judge , who receives 
them, asks them the Subject of their 
Journey , they tell it him, he advertizes 
the Pr-:fident of the Councell thercofp 
and the Preſident - acquaints the Kings 
who appoints them a Day of Audience : 
But when they go thereunto, | *tis on 
foot, or if their Indiſpolition permits 

D not 


-attend in a great Place a certain Officer 
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not that, they ride on an Horſe witho 
a Bridle, having only an Halter for a 
Mark of Humility and Vaſlallage : They 
have no other Company , but the 
Judge, that received them, with whom 
they take their way to the Royal Pas 
lace : When they come betore it, they 


of the Kings, that is a Maſter of Cere-f; 
monies, who from a ſufficient Diſtance, 
makes them a Sign to come on , and 
Tews them th: Place , where they 
muſt begin to put themſelves on their 
Knees, to joyn their Hands , and liftÞ7 
them up on high in ſign of Adoration, 
and to direct their Eyes towards the 

lace, where they are told that the King 
1s : I hus they approach to the Palace, 
and enter thereinto, after they have 
made five other Reverences, or ratherſh 
five Adorations : They arrive at the 
firſt Hall, being the lcaſt of the Palace, 
where the Preſident of the Councell, 
Majeſtically ſeated , and not the King 
whom they ſee not, gives them Ay 
dience, after which he ſends them back 
without making them ary Anſwer, til 
ſuch time, as he has ſpoken thereof un-þ 
to the King : Then his Majeſti-s Will 
is ſent unto them by the Judge, that bh ito 

18 
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he care to condutt them. Thus they 
eturn, as they came, without auy kind 
of Honor, asbeing in ſome ſort Stbjects 
to the State of China. For ſach Prin» 
cpalitics or Republicks , as fend them, 
were heretofore Provinces of the Realm, 
but being-too remote at ſuch tuncy as 
the Chineſes withdrew themſelves with- 
in the Encloſure of the Mountains, which 
with that great Wall of 1:yve hundred 


Leagues long lock thum up, they gave 
hele Provinces to thote, who do at this 
day poſſeſs them , upon condition of 
Tribute and Homage. 

But if any Amballador of a Soveraign 
Prince brings Preſents to the King of | 
hina, and that the Law and Cuſtom of IF 
he Countrey obliges him to ex 
he Safe-condudCt from the Court in ſome 
Port, or ſome Town of the Realm , the 
overnor of the Place, where they ſtay, 
eives in the mean time the Preſent. 
But he looks upcn it in the preſence of 
2 Notary » and ſome Witneſſes, ſeals 


hat, which is given to Limſelf : As it 
apned ſome yeers ſince to the Ambaſla- 
1n-Yors, ſent by Philip the ſecond, King of 
"il!Bpain, into China, For it is expreſſel 

aJorbidden under great Penaltics to al 
Lis D 2 perſons, 
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perſons, who have Employ in the State, 
to receive any Preſents from any per- 
ſons whatever , though they be even 
their neereſt Relations. But. thus are 
received in China the Ambaſſadors, who 
go to treat with the Prince of that Coun- 
trey. Which ſhews , that the Chineſes 
are polite, and have as good Qualitics, 
as any other pcople of the Earth. 


They have alſo amongſt them Lear- 
-Ning-, and gocd Letters , which are the 
true Ornaments of the Mind, and the 
Lizht, which cnlightens men in the ob- 
{cure Intricacies ot the greateſt Aﬀairs. 
They cauſe their Children to be inſtru- 
ted therein from their Youth in the 
Colledges , ordained for this purpoſe. 
The Charatters , which they uſe, have 
ſomewhat of the Hieroglyphicks of the 
ancient Er yptians: for cach of them ſig- 
nifies an entire word, ard ſometimes a 
Period : - As for example, they call the 
Heaven Gxart , which is a Word of hve 
Letters , and nevertheleſs they write It 
with ore ovly Character , thus delinca 


red. They call-a Town Leomb , 
ED hi Word is cxpreſſed alfc 

ne only Letter , or -rath 
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of the King of China. 
Figure , which is as followeth, 
For which 'Canfe they have a 
great number of Letters or Cha- 
racters , wholly different, amounting tO 
about tix thouſand. T heir Kingdomec 
contains divers Idioms and different 
Languages, nevertheleſs they all under- 
ſtind one another by Writing : For al- 
though one and the ſame thing be diffe- 
rently named in- ſeveral Provinces, it 
1s neverthcleſs written in one and- the 
{ane manner through all the Countrey : 
As a Town, which (as we have ſaid) is 
called Leombi at the Court, is , in other 
places called Fw, and is every where 
written inthe manner, deſcribed by us: 
The People ſpeak the common Language 
of the Countrey ; but the Sckolars , and + 
Courtiers, who arcall ſo, have one, 
wholly peculiar and familiar to them- 
ſelves : They call it Mzndarin, which is 4 - 
as the Latin amongſt our learned men. 
There are found very few men in China, 
how mean ſoever their condition be , but 
Gn at leaſt read and write : For in their 
Countrey the Adornments of the"Mind 
are in fingular eſteem, and Vertue 1s 
greatly honored , and diligently rewar* 
ded. They have Printing ia pertecti- 
on: It was found out amongſt them , be+ 

/ D 3 fore 
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fore the induſtrious German John Cut - 
eembeyg taught vs the uſe thereof in the 
yeer 1458, which was the firſt begin- 
ning thcre of in Exrope. The firſt Stamps 
were - made at Memz t: and the firſt 
Book, that came under the Preſs, was the 
- learned Work of the great Sr. Anzaſtin , 
entitled, Of the Cuy of GOD: Conrade 
the Grman carried it frem thence into 
hraly and other places. Before all this 
then it had been brought from China by 
Merchants, that trafiqued in that Coun- 
bra , Who , coming into Arabia Felix, 
palſed the Red Sca: They were ifter- 
ward in &{ia and Auſcovia, where they 
left Books , printed in China in the Cha- 
rafters of the Countrey, which were 
brought into Germany , and coming to 
the knowledge of Gurtemberg , furniſhed 
him with a Pattern , by the imitation 
whereof he framed his Stamps. For the 
Chineſes Maintain, and there is appa- 
rence , that it isſo, that all the reſt of 
the World is indebted to them for the 
Invention of Printing. It js very true 1 
that there are found Books , printed a- 
mong them above five hundred ycers,be- 
fore Printing was known to the Inhabi- 
tants of Exrope. The Paper, which they 
uſe, is very fine; They make any for 


PS FC"00@.LD.MMO Hr oaaAammHoodoSne HG HH = = wy 2 wy 


N 


Sik © ® £#GN * 2k S=S5H .. ,.. *k {|S SS 


of the King of China. 7Y 
Rind of Cares or Reeds. Their Pens 
are the ſame Reeds, cut , and pointed at 
the End after the manner of Painters 
Pencils. They write from the Right 
hand to the Lefc , and draw lines from 
the Top ro the Bottom. Through all 
the Cities of the Kingdome there are 
Royal Colledges for .the education of 
Youth, and in the Boroughs tire are 
Schools , where at rhe Kings Expences -15 
taught to read and write, {ov that the 
meaneſt perſons cauſe their mcſt tender 
Youth to learn theſe honeſt and uſeful 
Exerciſes. They teach grats in the 
great Colledges Natural and Moral Phy-- 
loſophy, Aſtrology, the Laws of 
Realm, and many other fine and curj- 
ous Sciences. The Regents are there 
very learned, and the Scholars very ſtu- 
dious : They know, that their great La- 
bors ſhall not be without Crowns : that - 
the Study of Letters by the good Qua- 
lities, wherewith they imbelliſh their 
Minds , are Steps to mount up to the- 
grcat Employs of the Court and King- 
dome : For in the- Court of China are 
nor ſ:cn any Ignorants , and to be ſo int 
thar p'ace is a very great Infamy. The 
Viſi:ors , appointed by the King , viſit 
oftcn enough theſe Colledges , examine 
D 4 the 
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even into Exrope , Heaven permitting it, 
to the end that the Glory of their Au- 


of the Planets, ofthe Properties of Ston& 
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the Scholars , and honor with many Re» 
compences thoſe , whom they find dili- 
gent 4n their Studics. This is the Cauſe, 
chat this great Realm abounds with men 
of Mcrit , and that their Minds, puſht on 
by delire of Glory , which they cannot 
fail of, labor diligently in thcir Studies , 
and give to the Publick the Benefit of 
their rare Works. The Librarics of 
China are full of ſuch Pieccs : The Cu- 
rioſity of Chriſtians has brought them 


thors may not be confined within the 
Encloſure of the Mountains , and of the 
Wall, that ſhuts in China. The Libra- 
TY of the YVatican at Rome , and that of 
the Royal Monaſtery of St. Lawrence in 
Spain, have many fair Chineſe Volumes , | 
whereof ſome rreat of Aſtrology , of 
Moral Philoſophy , of the number of the 
Heavens , of the Motion , and Influences 


and Metals, of the Secrets of Phyſick : 
Others contain the Laws of the Realm, 
the Revenue thereof, the Art Military , 
'the Means of well governing Navies , and 
many -other Sciences , the Glory and U- 
tility whereof accumulate C hina with ma- 
ny t elicities; and has furniſhed the men 

« there- 
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thereof with the Precepts and Means of 

overning the State, that they poſleſs, 
Fee from the Storms and Tempeſts of 
Civil Wars , whereby many others are 
ſhipwracked. For we find intheir Hi- 
ſtories , that for above two thouſand 
years they bave- conſerved and maintat- 
ned their Monarchy againſt the T rou- 
bles , which might be ſtirred up within 
and about the vaſt Extent thereof. 

But the Vertue of the Chineſes -15 not 
without Divertiſcment , and the long 
Repoſe, which they enjoy , with the a- 
bundance of Riches , brings forth De- 
lights amongſt them , and conducts 
their Life in th: Charms of Pleaſures. - 
The moſt ordinary , which robs their 
ſerious Employs cf a part of the Time, 
that ought to be dear ty them, are ſy- 
perb and magnificent Feaſts, where they 
are delicioutly treated : They , manage 
and make them wn this mann.r. They 

ive cvcry one of the invited, how great 
oever the Numher of them be, his Ta- 
ble apart, wherc he cats alone : 'Theſe 
Tables are ofa very -rare Attificg, the 
Wood thereof is exquiſite , and the 
Work vngular : They arc inlaid with 
Fillets of Gold or Sitver, ſo dextrcuſly 
enterlaced, that they repreſent the ti- 
g:fes 
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ures of Birds, of Landſchapes, of Hunt- 
ngs of divers forts : For the Artilicers 
of Chain the excellency of their Art] 
are wonderfully induſtrious, and bear 
the Bell from all other people of the 
World. They cover not theſe Tables 
. with any Tablc-clothes, the Cleanlineſs 
and Neatneſs of the Chineſes in thei 
Eating has no need thereof : They ſprea 
vpon them Carpers of Damask, or like 
Stuff, harging down to the ground : 
Ln | =_ upon the four Corners of 
the Table ſeverall little open Baskets, 
woven with Threds of Gold and Silver, 
ſome full of divers Flowers of Sugar, re- 
" prefented to the Natural ; others bearf 
an agrecable diverſity of ſeverall Beaſts, 
made alſo of gn as Elephants , Lions, 
Stags, ard Hinds; ſome are filled wirh 
Birds of the ſane Stuff. In the middle 
of the Table are placed exquiſite Viands, 
ch *make a part of the good Cheer 
of the Invited : Theſe are ordinaril 
all ſorts*of Fowl and Veniſon in Plat 
of Silver and fine Porcelane : They eat} 
treatly, and taky their Meat with For 
of Gold'or Silver, not rovching it #fy 
way with their m— The Wine 
which they ordinarily filtp ig made cf 
Palm, delicious to the Teſt ,- and, (e's 
CUChS 


- 


" Hiſtory : Their Feaſts are never with-- 


+ Moneth of March, they give: to their 


mand : They cloath themſclves ſuperbly, . 
.and adorn themſclves with the richeſt 
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offenſive to the Head. The Tables are 

laced in a Circle, to the end that the 
Javiced may ſee one another. While 
they thus make good Cheer, many Mu- 
ſiciars and Players on Inſtruments ban= 
quet their Hearivg with the. Sweetneſs - 
of their agreeable Concerts z ſome 0» 
thersrepreſent to their Eycs. the Ran- 
counters azd Inventions of ſome pleaſant 


out a Comedy, which is excellently well 
performed, the Perſons are very' dex»: 
trous thereat , and the Habits., which 
they uſe, wholly fit for the Repreſenta- 
tion. The laſt Courſe.is of all forts of 
Fruits, and Comhits-in' great abundance, 
the uſe whcreof is very common in China. . 
The Courtiers and other men of China 
often paſs thus their time in the Enter» 
tainment of thuſe delicious Feaſts... But 
particularly on the Day of the .great 
Feaſt of their Religion, which they celo» © 
brate the firſt Day of the Moon of the - 


Scnſes all the Plcatures 4 that they de-- 


Jewels, that they have 3 They plant at- 
their Gates great Trees, like to the : 
May-poles in our. Countreys.2 and ” 
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the Fronts of their Houſes with many 
Pieces of Silk and Cloth of Gold ; They 
crown the Streets with many triumphal 
Arches gthey illuſtrate the Night with 
an infinite number of Lights, which they 
hang at theſe Trees; They banquet and 
feaſt without ccaſing. 

- - TheleExceſſes are yet greater , when 
the Courtiers, or other Grandces of 
the Realm treat their Equals , or feaſt 
any Ambaſladors of a Sovcraign Prince : 
then their Magnificence appears in its 
greateſt Splendor. The Invited has 
many. Tables for himſelf alone, the 
Number whereof amounts to twenty : 
He cats at the firſt ,, and all the others 
ars laden -wirh all ſorts of raw meat , as 
Tame an41 Wild Fowl , Veniſon , Gam- 
mons of Bacon , and many others. Af- 
ger the Feaſt is ended , the Servants of 
him, who treated , take them off , and 
carry them before the Invited unto his 
Houle , where they leave them with great 
Ceremonies. The Friends or Kindred 
ofthe Family perform the Civilities of 
the Houſe : For the Maſter of .:hu Feaſt 
abſents himſclfy and through Decency;, 
according to the Cuſtom of the Coun- 
trey, is.not. to be found : Thoſe, that 
arecatruſted by him ,- who are never- 
Vang theleſs 
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of the King of China. 8 
theleſs Perſons of Quality , conduct the 
Invited unto their Places , where they 
are ſcated in rich Chairs under a Canopy 
of Velvet:: And before they begin to 
eat, they take every, one a Cup, fill it 
with Wine, and having made many great 
Reverenccs , go to the Windows, where 
ina place » from whence they may ſee 
the Heaven, they ofter them to the Sun , 
make a great diſcourſe in manner of a 
Prayer , and requeſt of this fair Planet 
(that can give them nothing but - the 
Light , whereby they ſee to drink) con- 
ſtant Proſperities for the Invited, and 
that the Amity, which they intend to 
contract, may be beneficial and favoura- 
ble ro them both. Diſſblute Feaſts'are 
tempeſtuous Seas , where amidſt the De- 
lights of the Body the Vertues of the 
Mind are oftentimes ſhipwrackt. W here- 
fore he, that has left :unto men the Rules 
of good Condutt , adviſes them rather 
to go unto the Houſe of Mourning , and 
the Accompanying of Funerals , than to 
the Pleaſures of ſumptuous , Banquets : 
> Becauſe that in thoſe they have before 
their Eyes the Portrait of mans Eud:, 
which often carſes in theman Kid of 

their Vani-izs; but theſe , bawirching 
their Minds , rob them of wm. 
Ns 4 . an 
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| , Court, as well as in other places of the 


- Courſe to their vain Aſſiſtarce in all their 
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and make them forgettheir Condition. 
It is true , that the Chineſes have, belides 
many others , this laudable Quality, that 
they are no leſs skild in potitickly ma» 
naging their State , than in ordering , as 
they excellently do , the Pomp and Mag- 
nificence of a ſuperb Feaſt: although 
their licentious Religion forbids them 


Pleaſures, that are Enemies to ſolid Ver- 
Tue. 

Theſe men , who ſay, that they have 
two Eyes, and who(as we have already 
told you) look upon the greateſt part of 
other men as blind, are themſelves ſo 
dim-ſighted,, as to hold for Gods Pieces 
of Wood and Stone, . faſhioned into I- 
dols by their own hands. Forin the 


Realm, they adore the. Works of Pain- 
ters and Gravers : They keepin their 
Houſes Idols ; wiich they venerate with 
@ particular Worſhip , and have Re- 


Affairs: Their Temples ſwarm there- 
with. there arc ſome » that contain above 
-txohmgdred upon divers Altars,amovgſt 


not the entertaiament of theDclights | | 


- 
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which that of the D.vil has alwaics is 
* Place” ard receives cqual Veneration: 
8  - and Sacrifices : _not but that the-Chineſes 
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-of Tranthejeco, which lies towards the 
- Religious lite, and was the firſt Iavenwor 


$ Megirt of his Vertues above the 0: her® 
; Sdiutts.. Thc ſecond Subjedt iy Go hog 


of the Þ ing of China. 
know, that he the obſtinate Enemy of 
Mankind, and the Author of the Crimes, 
that are cafrintifed in the World , but 
they honorhim fo, that. be may not hurt 
them, and not through} any expettation 
-of his Aſſiſtance. Beſides theſe dumb 
'Ditiniries, they revere and pray unto a 
'great. number -of men, already dead, 
-who have in their Realm fyrpalleq others 
-n the Valor, of Arms, in the Light of 
Learning, or in the Sanctity of an au- 
ſtere and recluſe Life in the Solitudes 
of their Religious: Monaſteries : They | 
call them Pawfcos , that is, Blefſes, in 
the number of which they put allo;,ma- 
ny Women, and of zhe one- and the: o--'f? 
ther they venerate three with a fingular 
Devotion. The firſt is called S:6bze, 
whocame (as they fay) from the Realm 


Weſt, brovght into Chins the,'Rules, of 


of ''loiſters, and of Religious Ord 
that live in Community without bei 
married. He had his Beard and 
ven, his Followers are ) alſo ſhaven, |: 
all the Cb;neſ« Monks 4irdg, forth the 
Glory of his Name andagie a <- the 


| 
l 
, 
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W2 © rants for to comfort her, and ſends many 
WF” - Animals to ſuccor her : the. Saints of 
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of ſingular Sanity is a Woman, called 


Cane : She is alſo worthy of her Name, 


for the Devotion, which is born to her 
in China, does with an importune Bi- 
ottery gnaw the Spirits of the ſimpler 
adics. They fay, that ſhe was Daugh- 
ter to King 7zonton, who deſiring, to 
marry her toa Prince, as well as her 
Siſters, who were all Children of this 
Monatch, ſhe would never conſent there- 
"unto, alledging for her Reaſon , that 
ſhe had vowed unto Heaven a perpetvall 
Chaſtiry. The Father, offended at her 
Refuſall; revenges it on her, that made 
"it, deprives her of her Liberty , encloſes 
"herin a great Houſe'in the form of a 
Monaſtery, and through contempt makes 
«her employ her Time in vile and: abject 
matters , cauſes her to carry Water 
and Wood, and to cleanſe a great Gar- 


"den, which depended on that place : She 
"does it, and labors therein with a fin- 


== Patience. But Heaven, to which 
had made a vow, and for the Love 


of which ſhe was thus: contemned , fſola- 
| ry the Chincſes) her Pains, ditmiſles 


its fair Vaults iis l-ppy Inhabi- 


Heaven came to- draw. water for oe ; 
, o 
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of the King of China. 89 
the Apes ſerved for her Servants; the 
Birds cleanſed the Alleys of this Gar- 
den with Their Bils , and ſwept them 
with their Wings ; the Savage Beaſts 
deſcended from a neighboring Moun- 
tain to carry h-r Wood. The King her 
Father, ſecing her one day thus ſerved 
by theſe new Domeſticks, believed her 
to be a Witch, and reſolved to purge by 
Flames the Crime of her Enchantments : 
whereupon he cauſed this: Houſe to be 
ſet on Fire: She freeing , that this fine 

lace burnt for her ſake, would have kil- 
ed her ſelf with a long filyer Bodkin, 
thar held up her Hair, which ſhe ſet to 
her Throat : but on a ſudden there fell 
a Shower of Rain,that quenched the Fire; 
then ſhe quitted her Delign, retired unto 
the Mountains, and hid her ſelf in the 


Caves thercof, where ſhe continued her - | 


Penance. Heaven, which protected hep /.* 
thus , would not leave unpuniſhed the” 
Cruelty of her wicked Father :, It ſtruck 
him with a Leproſy, and abandoned his 
living Body to the Worms, that. gnawed 
him, and made him ſuffer many Tor- 
ments : Canine had a Revelatian thereof, 
Charity. makes her quit her Solitude, 
for to go and ſuctor her Eeprous Father. 
-As ſoon as the King ſaw her , he \p 
im 
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himſelf at her Feet, craved her Pardons 
_ and adored her : She, judging her fclf 
unworthy of Adoration , would have 
reſted it, but not being able to do it by 
reaſon of the feebleneſs of her, Body, a 
Saint of Heaven came and ſect himſelf be- 
* forcher; to repair the Fault, and to ler 
her underſtand, that the Adoration was 
performed to him alone. At the ſame 
time ſhe returned to ber Cave, and there 
finiſhed her Life with equal Santiry. 
The Chjneſes hold her for a great Saint, 
and pray unto her ordinarily to obtain 
the pardon of their Faults. The third 
is a Women, named Neome, who, they 
fav, iſhed from a very illuſtrious Fa- 
mil; ofrhe Town of C «chi, in_ the Pro- 
vince of Oquiam : And as her Father 
would have violated the Vow of Chaſtt- 
ty, which ſhe had made, and have con- 
*..frrained her to marry, ſhe fied away, and 
retired intothe Defart of 2 little Ile, 
which isover againſt 1ngoa, where ſhe | 
lived very holily, and wrought a great 
number of Miracles : of which they re- 
_ this, as = moſt A of them 

. They fay, that a t Captayn, 
named Campe, Admirall of the Navy of 
the King'of China, went one day- v0 
wage War for his Maſter ina neighbor- 
_ 8 
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of rhe King of China. 91 
ing Kingdom : He came with his Fleet 
to ſurge at Boym : When they would des 
part from thence, the Mariners could by 
no meaus weigh up their Anchors, 
| aſtoniſhed whercat thoy all loa. into the 
_ Sea, and ſee Neome littin EereuPpons 
who © detained them. The Generall 
; calls to her, and prays her , as divinely 
inſpired, to countell him, what he had 
to do : She anſwers him, that, if he 
would trmmph over his Enemies, and 
conquer their Realm, he ſhould take her -; 
along with him, becauſe thoſe, with  } 
whom he was to fight , were great Ma» + 
gicians : He takes her jnto his Ship, 
weighs Anchor, ſets Sail, and a few 
Gaycs After arrives on the Coaſt of his 
Enemies Countrey. As ſoon as they 
perceive the Fleet of China, theſe Mas. 
gicians have recourſe to their Charms, ® 
caſt on into the Sea, and by their Ill 
ſions 1o dazle the Eyes of the Chine ſets oy 
that their Ships ſeem to them all on Fire, 
Neome, who was without doubt an ex- 
cellent Enchantreſſe, by. her powerfull 
Countercharms undoes. all, that they 
had done, Thus ſeeing, that their Ma- 
gick was weak, and their Arms ancquall 
to thole of China, they yiclded them- 
ſelves, and underwent the Quality of 
1 Valli 
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Vaſſals , and Tributaries to the King 
of China, Camps, whom the Hiſtory 
marks for a judicious man , and a 'very 
wiſe Politician, enters into ſome doudt 
of the Sanftity of Neome , and believes 
her to b- a Sorcereſſe : To clear this, 
he asks of her ſome Mark of her holy 


' Vertue, to carry as a Preſent to the 


King his Maſter, and prayes her to make 
a Gry Stick, which he had in his hand, 
to become green : She rook the Stick, 
pronounced over it certain ſecret words, 
rendred it greenand budding, and more- 
over of a very odoriferons ſmell , and 
thus delivered ic co this- Captain , who, 
blinded with the ſame Superſtitions, 
as the other Chieſes, attributed the 
Proſperitics cf his Voyaye, and the Suc- 
ceſs of his Arms to the SanCtity of Neome, 
whoſe Name has ever fince been fin- 
pularly honored in China, and particu- 
arly by thoſe, that go upon the Sea, 
who bcar her Image on the Stern of 
their Ships, and pray unto her, as tye 
Divinity , which prelides over the 
Waves, commands the Sea it ſelf, and 
appcaſes Tempeſts and Storms. 

The Sun and the Moon are alſa Sub- 
jefts of their Adoration : they -revere 
them , as the Sources -of Light 5 and 
| Cauſes 
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Cauſes of Generation here below 3 but 
they believe a greater Divinity , that 
| rules over them: for when. they ce , 
that the one or other of theſe Planets 
| ſuffers an Eclipſe ,- they ſay » that the 
Prince of Heaven has condemned them 
| to death , and that the Fear of Puniſh- 
ment thus tarriſhes their Light. Then 
they pray this Soveraign Prince to ſhew 
| them Mercy , andnot to extinguiſh theſe 
celeſtial Torches, which are fo neceſſa- 
ry for their Life : they ſay , that the Sun 
15 a man, and the Moon a woman” T heir 
Bclief holds Heaven for the Creator of 
all , that appears to our Eyes , and of 
things inviſible : they expreſs it thus by | 
the Brit Letrer of their Alphabet , ſuch 
az we have marked before, aid aftrm, 
that above theſe celeftial Vaults there 
inhabits an immortal Governor , whom 
they name L-ocon 1zantey, that is, Ce- 
veriwor of the creat GOD: they qualify 
him unciemed , incorporeal , eternal , 
aud a pure Spirit , they adore him with 
an exiiaordinary vencration, and attri- 
buce to him the care of Supreme mat- 
ters : with whom they place another of 
the fawwe nature , called by them Canſays 
why has received from the firſt the Go- 
verument of that part of Heaven , which 
regards 
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94 The Hiffo:y of the Court 
regards the Earth, and holds in his pow- 
ertul hand the Life and Death of men. 
This ſecond hath under him thrce De- 

uties, all three Spirits, as the two firſt : 

hey call them Tanquam, Teiquam , 
Tz uiquam : Theſe are aiders and aſh- 
Atants 'of his great Miniſtery for the 
things of this lower World. For the 
firſt , which is 7 anguar, is an aquatick 
Divinity, or rather the Fountainier of 
the World, He has the charge of Rains, 


and his greateſt exerciſe is to furniſh the- 


Earth with Water. Teiquam deſcends 
lower towards our inferior Region : 
He prelides over the Birth of Men, 
commands in Wars, orders Husbandry, 
and cauſes the Earth to produce the 
Fruits , which nouriſh the Men and 
Bcaſts , that inhabit it. 7zniquam is 
their great Neptune : He employs his 
Time in intending over the Seas , re- 
tains or drives forward, as it pleaſes 
him, the of the Waves , commands 
the Tempeſts, and has a particular care 


of thoſe that paſs the Scas : Thus all the * 


ple of the Marine adore him , the 
iſhers offer ſacrifice, the Seamen make 
Vows unto him, and the Sailors at their 
return from their Voyages maks Playes, 
bs 4nd repteſent Comedies to the honor of 
} his Name. Now 
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- | Nowamidft the abominations of this 

falſe Worſhip of the Chineſes are dif- 
cerned ſome Traces, and ancicnt Marks 
(though half effaccd)) of a better Re- 
ligion : For in the diverſity of their 
Images they have one, which they hold 
in hngular reverence: Its Form is hu- 
man and Majeſtick : Out of its Shoulders 
grow up tliree Heads, equal and alike, 
which inceſſantly behold one another, 
for to let us underſtand , that they have 
| | but one and the ſame Will. This may 
be taken for ſome Remains ofthe Myſtery 
of the moſt holy Trinity, which the 
bleſſed Apoſtle St. Thomas heretofore 
preached unto them : when going to the 
Oricntal 4nd:es , where the Martyrdom, 
which he ſuffered, crowned his Life with 
an immortal Diadem, he paſſed through 
China, as is reported in the ancient 
Writings of the Armeriaxs : but finding 
the Chineſes wholly taken ith Wars, 
| he paſſed on farther, afrer d briefly 
explicated to them the Verities of the 
4 oolpel. ln the ſame Temple, where 

this lmage with three Heads is adored, 
they vencrate Pictures, which are not 
unlike to thoſe of the twelve Apoſtles. 
The Chriſtians, who obſerved theſe 
Repreſentations , asked the —_—y 
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96 The Piſto)y of the Court 
Chineſes , what men theſe twelve Apo- 
ſtles had been , and had no other anſwer, 
but that theſe twelve Perſonages had 
been great Philoſophers , who had ſo ar- 
dently embraced, Vertue in this World , 
that after their Death it had elevated 
them up to Heaven, and made them An- 
" gels thereof. For a third Teſtimony, 
that they have heretofore had ſome Ra 

of Chriſtian Verity , they venerate alſo 
m the ſame number of ſacred. Piftures 
the Image of x Woman , perfedtly fair , 
that bears a Child in her Arms , which 


they ſay, ſhe brought forth without vi-- 


olating her Virginity , and whoſe Con- 
ception and Birth were not ſoiled with 
any Sin : they know no more thereof, 
The double Cloud, of Ignorance of the 
holy Books , and of the Sin of Idclatry, 
has hid the reſt from them. Neverihe- 
leſs all theſe Marks, explicat.d by the 
cloquent Mgyth of ſome pious and fer- 
vent Chrifti#, might reproach them 
with being no more , what they have 
been, and would be no unprofitable 
Means to render ſuccesivl the Cares, 
which ſhovld be cemploycd for their Sal- 
vation : Beſides that the excellcncy of 
their Wits , capable of Reaſon , would 
girc a freer Acceſs thereunto: and even 

: their 
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| their Oracles would lend an helping 
hand to ſuch Workmen for the cffe@uar 
| ting their good Deſigns : for they have 
| a Prophecy, that ſaith : That from the 


Weſt Muſt come the true Faith, which ſhall 


[lift them up to Heaven, for to be there 
| made Angels. 


Certainly the Conrt of China would 
be unto us an agreeable Abode in the 
Converſation of its Courtiers , learned 
and endyed with a very excellent Wit, 
and amidſt the honeſt Recompences, 
which are there given to Vertue ; but 


1 the falſe Worſhip of Idols , and the a- 
' | bominable Superſtitions, which are there 


committed, force us to quit it. It is then 
time to depart thence, to turn our 
Thovghts another way, and to beſtow 
our Labors upon a more holy Employ- 
ment. We ſhall do it with the Divine 
aſſiſtance of him, that has conduted our 
Works, after we ſhall have acquainted 
you with the Cerenionies which are 
uſed at the Deceaſe and Funerals of the 
Soveraign Princes of this great Monar- 
chy. hen their King is dead, they 
waſh his Corps with Aromatick waters, 
rfume his Royall Habits, and cloath 

in the moſt ſumptuous manner, that 


erer he yas in his Life, they ſeat him in 
E Lo 
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- Relations : they all put themfelves on 


'ble in the middle of rhe _ Cham-' 


his Throne, to the end all his Contt 
may come to pay him their laſt Deyoirs, 
and to bewaithis Loſs. The firſt, who- 
preſent themfelves, are the Princes: 
Children, ifhe had any : after them the 
Queen his Wife, and the- neereft of his 


their Knees before his Body, abide there * 


ſome time, and then tetire with Tears} - 


in their Eyes, and Sighs in their Morths. 
The .Chanceffor, or Prefident” of his 
Councell , accompanied with -all | rhe”, 
Councellors of State , pays there the"? 
ſame Funerall honors. : all the Conriiers- 
and Domeſticks of the Royai' Hole, 
being alſo on their” Knees hefore 'the 
Deceaſed , bewail -the - Lofs/ of ' their 
Lord. This forrowfull Ceremony being 


performed , they take the Body from | 


the Throne, and ftrip it - of its precious. 
Habits, they put itin a Coffin 'At 19 the 
ordinary paflage of rhe Pomps - off the 
World, from their Grandenr to Death) 
made of rich and odoriferous Wood, 


> Cloſed in ſuch a manner, that no Air can } 


enter thereinto.: they put it npon a, Ta» 


ber, adorned and hurg the moſt ſumptu- 
ouſly, that is poſſible z they ſpread ypon 
it a white Linen Cloth , hayging _ 
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'$- they put upon the Cofhina great number 


ofthe King 6f China: =p 
tothe Gronnd, upon which the Portrait 
of the deceaſed King is drawn to the 
Life : the Autichamber is alſo ſuperbly 
adorned, and therein are ſet many. Ta- 
bles, with a great number of Funeral 
Lights, amongſt which is ſerved up a 
great quantity of Viands for the- Prieſts 
and Religious of China, who come to 
ſing after their mode, to pray, and offer 
Sacrifices for the Repoſe of him, who is 
dead in cternall Inquietudes. - To theſe 
Vain Devotions they add many Sorceries, 


of little painted Papers, a part whereof 
burn, the reſt they tyc to the Bier | 
withlittle Cords, they ſhake and move * / 
them inceſſantly with ſuch dreadfull 
Cries and Howlings, that it- is difficult 
to hear them without Terror : They 
fay, that by this frantick faſhion of ſuc- 
coring the Dead, they ſend the Soul of 1 
thedeccaſed Monarch into Heaven, to * & | 
the number of thaſe, that are happy. { 
This Tiatamarre or Spirituall Chariva- 
Ty of the Prieſts of China endures the” |! | 
ſpace of fifteen Dayes, after which they { 
condudt the Body of the King to the |! | 
Grave : The Proceſſion is in this manner: -!; ' 
Before the Body go all the Chineſe Prieſts | 
and Religious , that are found in the 
E 2 Court ; ! 
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Court: they carry in their hands lighted 
Tapers : The Kindred 'of the Prince 
follow the Corps, ſeverely clad in Mourn- 
ing : they have great Caſſocks of wool 
next theirf12ſh, and are girt abour their 
Reins with Cords ; their Head” is fimply 
covered with. great broad-brim'd Bon- 
nets of wool, like toour Hats «-la-Afode, 
ſuch as are worn in our Countreys &- 
bout the end of this preſent yeer 1625, 
which is ſtrictly obſerved : For in China 
Mourning conſiſts not only in the Meen, 
it paſles beyond Tears. and Sighs , which 
proceed only from Decency : The grea- 


—_—— 


cr Perſons, to obſerve well the Mourn- 


ing forthe Dzath of a Father or Mother, 
deprive themſelves of their Offices : and 
the Vice-Royes in the like ſorrow remit 
into the Kings hands the Governments, 
that they had received from him : To 
do otherwiſe there, would be no lefs 
Nhamefull and impious, then it would be 


'in our Countries for a Son to laugh, 


dance, and rejoyce publickly at the 
Death of his Father. The Councell 
with the honorable Marks of their Dig- 


* "nity go immediately after theſe : and 


all the Officers of the Royal Houſe and 
of the Court aſliſt thereat in order , and 


= accordipg tothe rank of their _— 
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The dif, p | ol if! v . 
In this-Pomp the Body of the deceaſed 
King is condutted to the Grave , bnt 
not interred without Train : they burn 
| at the putting him therein the Pitures 
' of many Slaves, of a great number of 
| Horſes, of an heap of Gold and Silver, 


| andof ſome Pieces of Silk, which, they 


believe, follow the Departed into the 0- 
ther World. In truth, if theſe Burn- 
ings in effigie are Marks of the fooliſh 
Superſtitions of the Chineſes, they are 
alſo: Signs of the ſweetneſs of their Dif- 
| poſitions, more humane, than thoſe of 
ome Barbarians their Neighbors , and 
of ſame people, which havg been ours, 
who at the interment of their .Princes 


really burnt their Wives, and the Men, 


| who had ſerved them, and prodigally 


caſt into the fire the Gold, Silver, and 
Jewels, which they found in their Cof- 
fers. This light Burving being finiſhed, 
and the Pictures reduced into Aſhes, 
they deſcend, and cloſe in a little Farth 
him, who commanded a World of Men 
and Land ; who might have crowned his 
Head with fifteen Diadems : For the 
Provinces of China , which make this 
number, are in greatneſs and goodneſs 
ſo many Realms : and in doing this, 
they bring unto Duſt the greateſt and 

E 3 me 
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" we put Duſtto Duſt. For a Leſſon un- 


a —ucrie ingot China. | 
'mpſt plittering Pomp of the World. 
Andcertainly ſince that all things of the 
Court and of the Earth are nothing but 
Duſt, and that of Duſt have the fairt 


end nobteſt parts of the Univerſe been 


formed, when Men, who are the Kings 
of the World, godown to their Grave, 


to Soveraign Monarchs , that in their 
Tuperb Thrones the Royal Crown and 
Mantle cover only a piece of animated 
Earth, and an heap of living Duſt, ex- 
cept they have- a great Courage, a ge- 
nerous Soul, and a- pious . Diſpoſition : 
Then. by theſe Royal and excellent 
Qualities, they will draw their Names 
out of the Duſt of oblivion : and if by 
the common Law of Nature, the Body, 
which is but Duſt, deſcends into the 


© Duſt, the Spirit, which was never Duſt, 
4 will go-to receive in Heaven the im- 
t "mortal Crowns, which are the Rewards 
of magnanimoys and pious Kings, 


FINTIS. 


| 


